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PREFACE.

Studies in the history of the Sagadahoc region
during my residence for a score of years by that ancient
river necessarily included notice of the Popham colony.
New motives prevailed to lead me on to special and ex-
tended research, of which this work is the result,—an
endeavor to gather all attainable materials which can
cast light upon that undertaking.

Former knowledge of the colony was very slight.
Additions within the past half century have been gratify-
ing, but still leave much to be desired. Valuable in-
formation has been derived from a journal of the colony
unknown till recent years. Attention was called to its
discovery by Rev. B. F. DaCosta in 1875-6, and its
contents were first made known to the public in the
Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society for
1880.

It exists in manuscript in the library of the Lambeth

Palace,
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Palace, London. This palace, of great antiquity, located
in a beautiful suburb on the south bank of the Thames,
has been for nearly seven centuries the official residence
of the Archbishop of Canterbury. Its library, begun
about 1600, comprises 30,000 volumes, and has also
some 1,200 volumes of miscellaneous manuscripts.

Long held in such a place of deposit, this Ms., No, 806,
proves its high value as the original and authentic record
of the opening stage of the Popham enterprise. It neces-
sarily holds a chief place in the study of that historic
event. As a further contribution to our Maine history,
its publication, together with associated and elucidating
facts, was determined upon by the Gorges Society. An
exact transcription, made at the instance of James P.
Baxter, Esq., in his visit to England, was used as the
basis of this study, and is here reproduced in type in
the precise orthography and abridged forms of the orig-
inal. The earlier movements of colonization, preced-
ing and preparatory for this attempt, of which a cursory
view seemed needful, are comprised in the Introduction.
Several matters suitable for a place among the explan-
atory notes, or incidental to the main topic but requir-
ing extended treatment, are gathered into an Appendix.

While the press-work was going forward, Mr. Alex'r
Brown’s “ Genesis of the U. S.” appeared and furnished

a unique
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a unique document, pertinent and indeed invaluable to
this study—a plan of Fort St. George. An examination
of it in advance had been kindly allowed me, Its testi-
mony was decisive, certifying fully conclusions already
reached in respect to locality, but greatly enlarging our
knowledge of the subject.

The plan, and evidence derived from it, came under
the review of the Maine Historical Society, upon its
annual field-day, September 3 and 4, 1891. The con-
clusions on the main point of locality, which are herein
presented, received ample, and to me gratifying approval.

The plan of the fort and surroundings, so valuable
as evidence and illustration, could not be spared from
this works and a copy was obtained. Grateful acknowl-
edgments are due for services in the matter to our
minister in Spain, Gen. E. Burd Grubb, and also to
Senor Claudio Perez y Gredilla, the Spanish official in
charge.

The copy obtained was finely executed and exactly
represents in size and appearance the original preserved
at Simancas. The heliotype reproduction was all that
could be desired.

To adjust these outlines of fort and surroundings to
the existing topography, a survey was made and the ac-
companying plan drawn of Point Popham in its pres-

ent
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ent state. The position of the Point, and the penin-
sula of Sabino, are likewise exhibited by the map repro-
duced from a coast survey chart, of a section of the
land and water areas about the mouth of the river.

The photographic view of Point Popham was taken
from the nearest accessible station in the bay,—~a rem-
nant of a former steamboat pier. The view from the
pier looks towards the southwest.

Generous aid has been accorded me, for which I
make grateful acknowledgments.

I am much indebted to Pres. J. P. Baxter, of the
Maine Historical Society, for cheerful assistance ren-
dered in examining obscure or difficult matters under
consideration and for the favor of portions of his
manuscript and advance sheets of his “Sir F. Gorges
and his Province of Maine.” Mr. H. W, Bryant, libra-
rian of that society, has diligently served me in furnish-
ing books and in many ways, and has kindly exercised
supervision over illustrations and the practical dectails
of bringing out the work, and to him many acknowledg-
ments are due. Rev. H. S. Burrage, D. D,, has likewise
been a ready coadjutor and counsellor. Dr. Chas. E.
Banks offered without stint from his stores of collected
materials, and gave valued suggestions. The librarian
of Bowdoin College, Prof. G. T. Little, has heartily aided

me
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me by examining books, and by a watchful outlook for
materials helpful to my purpose. Rev. M. C. O'Brien
forwarded useful information. AlsoI am specially in-
debted to Miss F. Hopper, Brixton, London, for patient
and generous services in research for facts regarding
the Popham family. I am under obligation for the
considerate favor of Houghton, Mifflin & Co., publishers
of the “ Genesis of U. States,” for very seasonable and
helpful advance examination of their copy of the plan
of Popham’s Fort. Also I appreciate the favor of Jas.
P. Baxter, Esq., of Dr. J. F. Pratt, of the Popham
Family, at Littlecote, Eng., in furnishing illustrations.
Thanks are due to Mr. J. H. Stacy and Mr. N. Perkins,
of Popham Beach, for services and favors, when I was
studying the locality.

Circumstances, already indicated in part, have de-
layed the issue far beyond original purpose, but the
invaluable materials thereby gained have more than
compensated.

It is not unreasonable to hope that other facts may
yet be brought to light, respecting the colony, which
will extend our knowledge or relieve existing obscuri-

ties.
HENRY OTIS THAYER.

Limington, Me., January, 1892.
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INTRODUCTION.

MEPEATED and costly endeavor gave Euro-
pean nations the possession of the discovered
New World. In the process immense treasure
was dissipated ; human life squandered. Most startling
is the record of shipwreck in voyages for exploration and
early settlement. The hazards of those untried seas were
proved at excessive cost. The means, wealth and zeal
contributed to make seizure of that unexplored domain
were swallowed up, or beaten in pieces on inhospitable
shores. Tropical diseases fatally smote multitudes; en-
raged natives cut off thousands, and harrassed or swept
away infant settlements. Even Europeans themselves,
rival and hostile, added to the wreck of beginnings and
the loss of human life.

Disaster and failure have startling prominence along
the lines of colonization. Yet success, oft delayed,
beaten
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beaten back, at length gained the field. The first colony
of Columbus was crushed within a year. The second,
reduced, mutinous, its location changed, scarcely sur-
vived. His third, attempted in 1501 on the Carribean
coast, was quickly expelled. Spain secured dominion
in the New World by invasion and bloody conquests,
and has left a revolting record of inhumanity, shaming
greed, and atrocity. The Spaniard subjected the An-
tilles and overran tropical America by the terror of his
weapons, against which the native races made imbecile
resistance. Before his rapacity and cruelty the con-
quered peoples withered away, but excessive and sore
were his own losses in securing that rich domain. At
Panama, in twenty-eight years after the conquest of Peru,
forty thousand men died of various distempers." The
scheme to occupy the Carribean coast in 1510, under
grants to Ojeda and Nicuessa signally failed. Hostility
of an assailed people, a noxious climate, a series of ca-
lamities, shattered these colonies, and of a thousand
men, considerably reinforced, the greater part perished
within a year, and only fragments finally gained precari-
ous foothold at Panama. A decade later the humane
Las Casas laid benevolent plans for civilizing coloniza-
tion in Cumana, weakened and frustrated at the outset.

A mere

1. Harris’ Voyages, Vol. 2, p. 141.
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A mere handful went with him, and soon these were
withdrawn. Ponce de Leon, in 1521, sailed to possess
and to colonize the Florida of his discovery, but met a
savage and deadly repulse, from which but a portion of
his men regained their ships. Himself received a wound
which sent him to Cuba to die. Then Narvaez and his
confident followers, in 1528, seeking in the same *“land
of flowers ” the prizes of conquest to insure early pos-
session for Spain, pushed fearlessly into the interior,
where hardship, want, arrows from the flanking enemy,
wreck of boats, and unknown disasters, made them all
victims, save four who gained the Pacific coast. For
similar purpose, but in the name of religion not of war,
Dominican monks went thither in 1549; fear and sus-
picion held them enemies; three became martyrs to their
high aim; the disaster terminated the attempt, for “ death
seemed to guard the approaches to the land.”

France had explored the northern coasts, and in a
domain without bounds had by a name created a New
France. But first essays at occupation were futile and
disastrous. Cartier and Roberval, giving reality to the
nation’s dreams of empire on the St. Lawrence, in 1541,
set down 200 colonists at Hochelaga, but divided leader-
ship, the inroads of death, wrecked the hopeful scheme.

The

2. History of U. 8., by George Bancroft, Centenary Ed., Vcl. 1, p. 62.
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The remnants of the broken colony soon stole back to
France. Discomfiture fell harshly on Coligny’s plans for
Huguenot colonization in America. That at Rio
Janeiro proved abortive by the faithlessness of Ville-
gagnon. That under Ribaultat Port Royal of the Caro-
linas, 1562, unsupported by reinforcements, weakened
by dissensions, lacking vigorous purpose, in a year de-
serted the post given it to hold for France. Two years
later, the colony led out by Laudonnidre to Florida
escaped wreck threatened by turbulent, dissolute, selfish
elements within it, to be utterly crushed under fierce
and infamous blows, as Spain sent Melendez to assert
her claim and manifest her hate for heretics. But a
remorseless avenger quickly came in the Gascon De
Gourges, who seized and hung “as robbers and murder-
ers,” the Spaniards who had occupied the place of the
Huguenot victims.* When again, thirty years later,
Catholic France renewed the attempt, forty colonists
drawn from prisons, and assigned to the isle of Sable
by De la Roche, made suspicious materials for founding
a state. After a half dozen years one-third still alive
restored to France, may have merited the pardon they
received. ,

England busied her explorers and seamen with the
problem of the north-west passage, the extension of com-

merce,
3. History of U. 8., by George Bancroft, Centenary Ed., Vol. 1, pp. 63-61.



THE SAGADAHOC COLONY. 5

merce, the search for precious metals, but tardily essayed
occupation of the domain Cabot had discovered. Yet,
while the French were engaged with the St. Lawrence,
Mr. Hore of London, projected a settlement at Penguin,
island of Newfoundland, in 1536.* But this colony was
driven by its necessities and distress to cannibalism, and
was justified in seizing a French ship with which to
withdraw.

Frobisher’s voyage of 1578 aimed at a settlement.
Disaster by icebergs, perils in unknown seas, desertion,
loss of provisions, flagging zeal, turned the expedition
homewards, gaining only cargoes of glittering, worthless
earth. Inthe same year Humphrey Gilbert, under royal
patent, projected a foreign plantation. Early dissensions
rent the collected company of adventurers; a portion led
by Walter Raleigh, undertaking the voyage, were driven
back by added misfortune ; the enterprise came to naught.
Four years later Gilbert renewed his endeavor and sailed
with a squadron to make precise exploration and lay
foundations for colonies. But unrelenting disaster fol-
lowed closely, and finally struck down both him and his
enterprise. One ship at the outset turned back; one was
abandoned at Newfoundland ; a third, the largest remain-
ing and Admiral of the fleet, suffered miserable, needless

wreck
4. Harris’ Voyages, V. 2, p. 192.
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wreck on the coast of Cape Breton; on the return
voyage, in a fierce tempest and amid * outragious seas,”
the little craft of ten tons, in which Gilbert persisted in
sailing, went down, nearly in the longitude of the Azores:
a single vessel gained Falmouth harbor to give disheart-
ening report of ships, means, lives, made an empty sac-
rifices The disaster is the more deplored, since Gilbert
intended a precise description of the region to be visited,
so there is lost to us valuable information of the existing
condition in 1583 on the coast of Maine, towards which
he sailed, but approached no nearer than the place of
the wreck.

Raleigh, undaunted pushed similar designs: in
1585 sent 100 men in charge of Grenville to Carolina,
who held Roanoke Island for a year. Then these,
weak in purpose and despondent, esteemed the sup-
plies and encouragement of the searover Drake of
far less worth than permission to embark with him for
England. Grenville reappeared in a few weeks only
to find Roanoke deserted. Fifty men were left to hold
possession, but at a year’s end the speechless ruins
could not tell their fate. Again in 1587, Raleigh re-
newed the experiment; a colony of men and women
reoccupied Roanoke and laid the foundations of the city

of
6. Hakluyt’s Voyages, Ed. 15689, pp. 691-3.
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of Raleigh. But opening events threatened misfortune ;
delayed supplies involved dire disaster; the colony dis-
appeared without record to show the agonizing process
of the ruin and dispersion.

Throughout a century from the discovery of the
continent, misadventure and calamity attended every
endeavor to establish settlements. Spain indeed had
costly success; France and England failed repeatedly,
and with burdening loss and prostrated hopes, to which
only a few indomitable spirits were superior. The six-
teenth century closed without a hamlet on the whole
coast north of St. Augustine, a witness to permanent
homes of Europeans’ These abortive attempts were
not however wholly wasted force. They were processes
of education and preparation. As the new century
opened, added and in some respects nobler motives were
operative to induce seizure of the inviting domain
beyond the sea. The purpose of colonization still lived,
was intensified. Raleigh had given an invaluable ex-
ample of courage and enterprise. It was potent to
inspire others, though himself in prison awaited death.
Sir Ferdinando Gorges, coming to the front in generous
and zealous leadership, efficiently used his fortune and

influence. Again adventurers went out,—Gosnold and
his
8. Folsom’s Discourse; Coll. Me. Hist. Soc., Vol. 2.
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his company in 1602 to the shores of Cape Cod. But
when their ship essayed to spread her sails for the
return voyage, unmanly fears stole away their hearts;
they abandoned the beginnings of a settlement, and
another failure extended the lamentable series. But
failure was not defeat; other tentative voyages followed.
In the next year Martin Pring came to the coast of
Maine and gained valuable information. Next, in 1605,
occurred the voyage of Geo. Waymouth, of uncertain
destination and purpose, but turned by refractory com-
pelling winds towards the north and furnishing stimulus
to immediate colonization.

The narrative of this voyage has excercised the crit-
ical sagacity of the ablest, and evoked diverse opinions,
and much controversy in the endeavor to identify the
bepraised river. Complete unanimity is not yet reached,
but the final result is foreshadowed by the fact that the
trend of opinion for years has been manifestly towards
the St. George river, and leading the way by reversal of
previous views after mature study, are such accrediting
examples as Hon. Wm. Willis, profoundly versed in
Maine history, and Hon. George Bancroft, whose rich
harvests of a lifetime of historical study honor him and

his country.’? Nor
7. Rosier's “True Relation” of ably elucidated by Rev. H. S. Burrage
this voyage, with associated evidence, in a recent volume published by the

facts, and literature, has been admir- Gorges Society.
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Nor should we fail to notice the attempts of French-
men, in earnest rivalry, beginning eagerly the contest
with the British crown for the occupation of New Eng-
land and Nova Scotia. Merchant adventurers had
sought fortunes on the St. Lawrence, but Chauvin died
“after wasting the lives of a score of men in a second and
a third attempt to establish the fur trade at Tadousac.” ®

Then De Monts with his associates, pursuing schemes
of gain in Acadia, led out the advance guard of a colony
into Acadia, which occupied St. Croix and Port Royal
in 1604. First of Europeans, they had essayed to found
an agricultural colony in the New World; but built on a
false basis, sustained only by the fleeting favor of a
government, the generous enterprise had come to
naught® The order for the abandonment of Port Royal
was carried into effect in the very month when the ships
of Popham and Gilbert were approaching the coast of
Maine. A slight change of movement, and the dispirited
and retreating colonists would have met upon the sea
the rival colony, which in a year would retire as humil-
iated as themselves. Thus France added another fail-
ure to the lamentable series.

The foregoing cursory glance comes down to the
events

8. Parkman’s Pioneers of New 9. Parkman’s Pioneers of New
France, p. 218. France, pp. 247-9.
2
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events immediately connected with the project of col-
onization to be detailed in this work.

One result of those latest voyages was manifest in
the greatly quickened enthusiasm for foreign plantations
and the enlistment of zealous supporters.

The favor and patronage of King James I. were so
far won that by the royal signature he certified the noted
charter of April 10, 1606, for two colonies in America.
In December, Newport’s flcet, carrying the southern
colony, sailed for the Chesapcake and the settlement of
Jamestown was begun, and was maintained. Equal
success did not attend the northern colony. The story
of this enterprise, as we now engage with it, goes for-
ward hopefully, in the wise purposes of the patrons, the
efficiency of the leaders, the promising inauguration, to
end so soon in dispiriting and mocking failure.

Sagacious counselors determined that accurate ex-
ploration must precede the colony. In four months
from the date of the great charter, the affairs of the
northern company were so far adjusted that two ships
were despatched to open the way.

Under the patronage of Gorges, the ship Richard, of
fifty-five tons, in command of “Mr. Henry Challons,
gent,” sailed from Plymouth August r2th.* The sea-

man
10. Purchas, his Pilgrimes, Vol. 4, p. 1832,
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man, Nicholas Hine, was master, and John Stoneman,
pilot. Opposing winds, seconding their violation of
orders, drove them far south, consumed much time, so
that it was November before they regained Latitude 27°,
when a storm again sent them astray to be captured on
the 11th by a Spanish fleet, completing the disaster.
In Spain they were ill-treated and imprisoned. Stone-
man was questioned closely respecting the Virginia coast
and offered large wages to draw maps. His sturdy
loyal refusal remanded him to prison, and when later
enlarged on parole, he learned he was in danger of the
rack to extort the desired information, he made escape,
and by the way of Lisbon reached Cornwall November
24, 1607, sixteen months after embarkation at Plymouth.
Captain Challons was restored in the following May.
The overturn of this projected voyage was a vexatious
disturbance of plans. Yet another vessel, at the charge
of Sir John Popham, had been sent out at about the same
time to act in concert with Challons. Captain Tho’s
Hanham," one of the Plymouth council, seems to have
been chief in command, with Captain Pring as associate.
Reaching the Maine coast, but deprived of Challons’
assistance through the ill fortune of that voyage, they

performed
11. Penelope, a damghter of Chief person directing this voyage in behalf
Justice Popham, married one Thomas of his father-in-law.
Hanham. He is inferred to be the
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performed alone the assigned task and gained very pre-
cise and full information, such that Gorges regarded it
the most exact discovery of that coast that ever came to
his hands. Purchas mentions a narrative of a voyage
of Captain Tho's Hanham unto Sagadahoc, written by
himself, which undoubtedly was the detailed account of
this very voyage. Students of Maine history could well
have spared folios of Purchas’ work if this might have
been substituted.

Captains Hanham and Pring, extending the discov-
eries made in the previous year by Waymouth, must be
regarded as the first known Englishmen to explore the
Sagadahoc. Champlain, in the service of France, had
indeed anticipated them by little more than a year.
There can be no doubt that the results of their examina-
tion determined the location of the proposed colony at
this river, which was in full intent the destination of the
expedition when it sailed. The “ Relation,” now to be
examined, furnishes the clearest implication of the fact.
It must be doubted if Challons or Pring carried men to
leave as an advance guard of the proposed colony.*

The

12. Bancroft has written, * to be- planters,” and is probably in error, for
gin a plantation”; but the choice of he writes it of Challons’ ship, whose
the site would answer the statement. company certainly numbered but
Gorges does not at all favor such an twenty-nine, the same Waymouth

idea, but Strachey writes, “with many had in his voyage of discovery.
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The information derived from the voyage of Hanham
greatly inspirited the chief patrons of the undertaking,
and Gorges writes, “ we set up our resolutions to follow
it with effect.” Accordingly preparations were urgently
carried forward, and at the end of May, 1607, the expe-
dition was in readiness which was to plant the northern
colony.

Of the preliminary stage—the outfit of the expedi-
tion,—nothing is known. Whence, or by what methods
colonists were obtained, by whom or in what proportions
the means were furnished, must be left to conjecture or
inference. Manifestly Sir Ferdinando Gorges and the
Popham and Gilbert families were foremost as responsi-
ble and active patrons. Gorges writes that “three sails
of ships ” were despatched. His memory is not accurate,
for certainly but two made the voyage. A third may
have been proposed, but not employed. The expedition
was made ready in the harbor of Plymouth, where Gorges
held the military command. The precise number of
the company is not shown. Gorges says, “ one hundred
landmen,” in which number he may not include “divers
gentlemen of note.” Strachey writes “ one hundred and
twenty for planters,” which may represent all intended
to stay in the colony. The seamen manning the ships

were
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were probably not included in the number. Of the size

of the vessels no definite facts appear."

One of them by this account is named the ‘*Gift,”
but Strachey shows that in full it was the “ Gift of God.”
He also terms it a “fly-boat.” This form of craft was
large, flat bottomed, of light draught. The expedition
of Waymouth in 1602, to the northwest, was made in
two fly-boats.” Nothing indicates the size of the Mary
and John. A vessel, bearing this name, of 400 tons,
Captain Squeb, master, arrived at Nantasket in 1630.'
The identity of name will not determine it the same
vessel. George Popham and Raleigh Gilbert, the two
leading personages in the expedition and highest in
authority in the colony, are mentioned as the respective
commanders of the Gift, and the Mary and John. But
it is not assured that thcy were trained, practical sea-
men :** rather did they exercise a general authority, while
subordinate officers had in charge the details of naviga-

tion."”

13. Hon. William Willis (Popham
Mem. Vol, p. 46,) has said, “sixty
and forty tons.” Ihave failed to find
in original sources any authority for
the statement.

14. Purchas, his Pilgrimes, Vol. 5,
p. 812.

16. Mem. Hist. Boston, Vol. 5, p.
424,

Strachey’s

16. Mr. Willis also says (Popham
Mem. Vol,, p. 48), “ as able and gal-
lant commanders as ever walked a
quarter deck.”

17. The Mary and John had a
master, evidently not Gilbert, and
mates, while another officer, who re-
proves them, must have been the
responsible pilot. Likewise in the
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Strachey’s narrative, which has been before the pub-
lic for forty years, was faultily misleading and written
in seeming to relate the joint voyage of both ships.
The journal, however, discloses their separation at the
Azores, its cause, their meeting again near Monhe-
gan, and that all those details of the voyage from Sable
bank to the Matinicus islands pertained simply to the
Mary and John. Strachey intentionally omitted every
fact bearing upon this separation. Of the wide ocean
passage of the Gift, nothing whatever is known.

The narration begins the voyage at the Lizard, and
has no mention of the port of embarkation. But Stra-
chey, Smith and Gorges give Plymouth. The latter is
precise in the date, “ one and thirtieth day of May, 1607.”
Smith writes “the last of May,” but Strachey is not ex-
act, and errs, saying “in June.” Twenty-four hours’ sail
brought them to the offing of the Lizard, where they
took their departure from land. From this point the
MS. details the events of the voyage, the arrival and
debarkation at Sagadahoc, and the opening stage of the

colony. The

voyage of Challons, he is styled Pilgrimes, Vol. 4, p.1832.)) In the

“ Gentleman,” though also represent-
ed as captain of the ship. But we
know that Hine (Haines, writes Stra-
chey) was master, and there was
another master, St. John, as well as
Stoneman, the pilot. (Purchas, his

other vessel doubtless Hanham was
the superior in command, or super-
intending patron, although perhaps
not a seaman, while Capt. Pring was
master and responsible navigator.
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The narrative bears close relations to the chapters of
Strachey’s history, which detail the Popham enterprise.
It cannot be doubted that he had access to it, and drew
largely from it. Many sentences are transferred com-
plete, others with slight changes; portions are abridged
and others wholly omitted, but the agreement is so clear
that the two cannot be independent narrations. Stra-
chey, however, must have had other sources of informa-
tion—memoranda or log-books of the voyage. He adds
distances sailed, notes position of the ship, variation of
compass and additional soundings. He wholly omits
the causes of the separation, and seems to show that the
two vessels kept company throughout the voyage, yet
introduces no events which must have pertained specially
to the Gift, nor indicates her course, whether she sighted
Nova Scotia at all, or by a southerly course directly
made Monhegan; hence he cannot have taken anything
from her log-book.

The apparent abrupt closing of the journal warrants
the opinion that a portion has been lost, and we may
presume that the continuation by Strachey was likewise
drawn from that part now missing. If this be true, the
fact would show that the writer carried his journal only
to October 6th. This is the probable date of the sail-
ing of the Mary and John for England, by which the

journal
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journal was despatched to the patrons. The remainder
is Strachey’s general summary of events after that date
until the abandonment, obtained from various sources,
but not from any detailed record.

The author of the MS. is not shown, his name being
left blank on the title page. Yet this descriptive title
was added many years after, when the MS. came to light
among Sir Ferdinando Gorges’ papers, without doubt
not till after his death in 1647, and the finder could not
or did not sufficiently endeavor to discover the writer.

Yet some evidence will aid in shaping an opinion.
The writer was clearly one engaged in the navigation
of the ship. His use of we and us suggests that he held
a prominent place in the company. But he records dis-
tances and courses as if one who officially noted them;
he takes observation of the latitude; he reproves the
master and mates for error in respect to Flores; he
mentions “myself and twelve others” taking the boat
and going ashore, implying that he was the officer in
command ; he attends Captain Gilbert to Pemaquid, on
both trips up the Kennebec, “ myself being with Cap-
tain Gilbert,” and also to Cape Elizabeth and to Penob-
scot. But when Captain Popham went to the Pejepscot,
the writer indicates that he was not of the party. These
facts strongly unite to point him out as Captain Gil-

bert’s
3
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bert’s trusted officer, whence every probability will make
him pilot of the Mary and John, since he was neither
master nor mate. When a party crossed the river to
remain for the night with their Indian visitors, it is
“ Captain Gilbert, accompanied with James Davies and
Captain Ellis Best.” In every other reported trip, “ my-
self ” attends Gilbert, leading us to expect the same now,
which would point out either Davies or Best as “ my-
self,” the writer. Were it Davies, then in due deference
for rank, he might need to put his name before that of
Best, yet as a modest man he omitted his own title.
Strachey, however, is in conflict with this conclusion,
since in writing of going ashore at Nova Scotia, instead
of “myself and twelve others,” as in our MS,, he substi-
tutes “ Capt. R. Davies and twelve others.” This shows
that he supposed Robert Davies was the person. But
Purchas has a brief account of the colony,—main facts
of the settlement and discoveries as found in this MS.
epitomized,—and by marginal references, directly from
the words “ Mary and John,” gives James Davies as his
authority. We cannot doubt that he knew from whom he
derived his information, and the facts also strongly sug-
gest this MS. All the conditions will assign to him
much greater weight of authority than to Strachey in
that one sentence, for the latter fell into errors of detail.

There
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There is further evidence in the account as given by
Bloome,”® who represents that Captain James Davies
sailed up the river, discovered an island and fall of
water, and a second fall impassable ;—statements show-
ing that he was Gilbert’s officer. Yet much value can-
not be given to this quotation, since the author makes
this Davies the leading man of affairs, choosing the lo-
cation, reading the patent, building the fort,’—evidently
having found reasons to give him an important place in
the colony.

The conclusion is well supported that the author of
the journal or “ Relation ” was James Davies.

Both Robert and James Davies were assigned to office
in the colony administration. The former likewise, ac-
cording to Strachey, was despatched to England in the
Mary and John. It must be that the two, under the des-
ignations of “ Captain Davies and Master Davies,” were
the officers in command of the “ Virginia” in a voyage
in 1609, to the southern colony. In the next year, Cap-
tain James Davies is reported from there as in command
of “Algernoone Fort,” at Point Comfort. Robert Davis,
of Bristol, was master of Sir Walter Raleigh’s vessel,
the barke “ Rawley,” which sailed in Sir H. Gilbert’s
expedition of 1583* John Smith mentions among

“those

18. Vide Literature, post. ' 20. Hakluyt’s Voyages, Ed. 15689,
19. Popham Mem. Vol., p. 170. p. 684,



20 THE SAGADAHOC COLONY.

“those noble captains ” connected with the planting of
Sagadahoc, “ Robert Davis, James Davis and John
Davis.” Josselyn® reports three successive voyages to
the Northwest by Captain John Davis, in 1585-6-7."
A family of master mariners seems to be indicated.

Among those associated in this enterprise, Sir Ferdi-
nando Gorges exercised a commanding influence.® The
Norman conquest brought in to England Ranolph de
Gorges from Lower Normandy,—the ancestor of this
family. Later, the manor of Wrokeshale, or in later
form Wraxall, in Somerset, became a family posses-
sion.

Edward Gorges, of Wraxall, died August, 1568, at
his town residence in Clerkenwell, near London. Fer-
dinando was the younger of two sons. The record
of his birth—probably at Clerkenwell rather than
Wraxall,—fails, but an approximate date will be 1566 or
1567. Military training and service brought him, when
about twenty-one, a captain’s commission. He was at
the siege of Sluys in 1587; a prisoner of war in the next
year; in the siege of Paris in 1589, and wounded. In
1595, he was ordered to Plymouth to superintend the

erection
21. Chronol. Observations; Mass. ham, (18%0.)
Hist. Coll., 3d Series, Vol. 3, p. 367. 23. Sir Ferdinando Gorges and his
22. Vide Life of John Davis, the Province of Maine, by James P. Bax-
Navigator, 16560-16056, by C. R. Mark- ter, Esq., Prince Society.
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erection of fortifications, and in March following he was
made commander of the fort, and rendered valuable ser-
vices for many years in the defence of Devonshire.

By friendship for the Earl of Essex, he was drawn
into complicity with the conspiracy against the queen;
was in great danger when a moment’s caprice in Eliza-
beth would have cost him his head; yet gained pardon
and release from prison. Soon after the accession of
James he was restored to the command at Plymouth.

Gorges’ relations with Sir Walter Raleigh aided to
incite in him interest in schemes of American coloniza-
tion which had prevailed from the time of Sir Humphrey
Gilbert. Especially did information, derived from three
of the savages, kidnapped by Waymouth, give him vig-
orous impulses toward undertakings for seizure of the
unknown land. From that time forward, Sir Ferdi-
nando used his fortune lavishly, and applied his resolute
activity in all ways to that end. Yet was he wofully
beset by the adverse at every step of project and en-
deavor for establishing colonies, or deriving benefits
from his own chartered possessions. He was, however,
hopeful and persistent when wasted expenditure or de-
feat followed his exertions.

He took broad views of the benefits to be reaped
from colonization, “ the increase of the king’s navy; the

breeding
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breeding of mariners; the employment of the people.”
He also wisely estimated the advantage to the realm by
an extension over a valuable territory which otherwise
rival nations would seize. Not for himself alone in any
heartless narrow way in his aims and purposes, but for
his king, were his endeavors persistently and heartily
applied to ensure foreign settlements. Left by the death
of Justice Popham to take a larger duty in superintend-
ing the enterprise at Sagadahoc, his letters** disclose
him intently watchful of the needs and welfare of the
company in Fort St. George, alert and efficient in furnish-
ing supplies and sending out ships. The sudden col-
lapse of the colony which he had sustained with charac-
teristic ardor and energy, was a keen disappointment,
but he met it with nothing but resolution to go forward.
It was an indomitable spirit indeed, which gave him en-
durance, as he still under manifold vexations pursued
his cherished aim, foreign plantations. Trade and fish-
ery he employed to advance his purposes, yet confesses
that what he gained in one way he lost in another.
With reliant confidence, as an honest man claiming only
chartered rights, he met in Parliament the attack upon
the New England patent. Monhegan and Agamen-
ticus recall his business schemes and unchilled ardor:

Gorgeana,
24. Vide Literature, post, and Baxter’s Memoirs of Gorges.
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Gorgeana, the transitory city, remains a name in history
to witness to the broad aims of the man, hampered,
assailed, frustrated by agencies mightier than he. San-
guine, self-reliant, courageous in disaster, persevering,
daring fortune’s heaviest rebuff, not without ambition in
respect to the honor and wealth to be derived from the
growth and government of his extensive domain, still in
all his endeavors to establish plantations, he strove con-
stantly against the adverse, culminating in defeat and
the wreck of almost all his own and his family’s hopes
in regard to the province of Maine. But forty years of
such leadership and effort, however personally fruitless,
gave him superior rank and title to honor among the
agencies operative in the settlement of Maine.

Gorges was unselfishly loyal to his king, a bold royal-
ist, upholding the monarchy; and as a trusted officer
managing military and civil affairs, he was discreet ener-
getic, foresighted, vigilant.

Sir Ferdinando’s first wife was Ann, daughter of Ed-
ward Bell, who, from marriage in 1589, continued his com-
panion for thirty-one years, and bore him four children.
Next, in 1621, he married Mary, widow of Thomas
Achims, soon taken from him. A third marriage fol-
lowed in 1627, with a twice widowed cousin, the daugh-
ter of Tristram Gorges, a union severed by death in a

few
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few weeks. Again, two years later, he married a cousin,
widow of Hugh Smyth, of Ashton Court. He now took
up his residence with his wife at Ashton Phillips, her
possession, in the manor of Ashton in Somerset County,
near Bristol, which became for near a score of years the
home of his declining age. Here he died in 1647,
above eighty years old, his burial occurring May 14th.

Equally devoted and active in the scheme of colon-
ization was Sir John Popham. This family name is
traced back to the twelfth century, originating at Popham
in Hampshire County. From Gilbert Popham, who ob-
tained the manor of Popham in 1200, John Popham was
the sixth in descent, and was born in Wellington, Som-
ersetshire, about 1531.

His early life was wayward and scandalous, but by
the influence of his wife, as is believed, whom he mar-
ried about 1560, he abandoned his vicious courses, ap-
plied himself energetically to the law, and attained high
distinction in his profession. He had been educated at
Baliol College, Oxford, and in succession was member
of Parliament, Solicitor-General, Speaker of the House
of Commons, Attorney-General, Treasurer of the Middle
Temple; next he was elevated to the bench in 1592,
as Chief Justice of the realm. In the same year he was
made Knight of the Bath and Privy Counsellor.

Very
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Very divergent opinions have been held respecting
Chief Justice Popham. His character has been quite
bitterly assailed. A spirit of detraction in some writers
may have charged upon him more than his due of dis-
honor. Others with an equal excess of charity have ex-
cused his faults, or palliated and ignored his vices. Be
the facts as charged, his case will not be the only in-
stance of a dissolute youth and early manhood so far
changed that matured years won good repute and hon-
orable station. That his early years were wild, lawless,
perhaps criminal, will admit of little doubt. Strong sus-
picions have also rested upon him that in later official
life he made private gain, in obtaining his home, at Lit-
tlecote, by judicial dishonor. It has been affirmed by
one writer that his law reports were miserably done, and
have little authority ; hence the inference of deficient
ability as much as of slighted work. On the contrary,
it is held that his selection for such high legal duties,
by a discerning queen and advisers, testifies to his fit-
ness. Evidently he had the confidence of the crown,
and was held to be a fit instrument for the work to be
done.

His relation to the Sagadahoc colony has brought
the petty animadversion, having certainly no proof in fact,
that he devised the scheme of plantations to maintain

in the
4
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in the New World those who could not live honestly
in the Old. It must be doubted if his motives and aims
have been disclosed, but the success of such a scheme,
in the then state of England’s lower classes, might have
brought him more credit than dishonor. But if such
an aim had the least existence, the scheme found no real-
ization, because of the quick blasting of the colony, and
any small number of the vagrant and vicious injected
into it made but slight diminution of the criminal or sus-
pected classes at home.

Justice Popham was a man of mixed character, not
all good, nof wholly bad. Integrity without numerous
flaws cannot be affirmed. He administered the laws
with vigor, often with severity, nor can it be denied that
his administration in respect to the criminal classes was
on the whole salutary.

Manifestly he was heartily engaged in the projects
for American colonization and was a fitting associate for
Sir Ferdinando Gorges. His contributions must have
been on a liberal scale towards the expenses,—an invest-
ment from which he hoped to realize largely. In a fore-
most place and active in these undertakings, yet his name
was not entered in the charter of 1606, and doubtless for
evident reasons in the case of such an officer of the crown.
With zealous aid he sent out the advance ship in which

Hanham
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Hanhamsailed, and presumably at his own expense: then,
with equal patronage and outlay, helped to secure the
outfit of the colony,—ships, provisions, materials, men.
He had the satisfaction to learn of, if he did not witness,
their departure from Plymouth. Thus the first stage of
the undertaking was realized. Then his part in it,
though he knew it not, was finished, for the ships had
not made half the distance to the Azores, when he died,
June 10, 1607, aged seventy-six. An elaborate tomb in
the church of Wellington marks the resting place of his
remains.

His only son, Sir Francis Popham, at once took
upon him his father’s care of the incipient plantation,
and after its dissolution pursued the vanishing phantom
of success and fortune by sending ships to those shores.

He was chosen a member of the Council for the
Colony, and was one of the grantees of the new charter of
1620.

George Popham, first President of the colony, whom
Strachey designated “kinsman” of the Chief Justice,
was a nephew, the son of his brother Edward. He held
the office of “his Ma's customer of the Porte of Bridge-
water,” previous to his departure for Sagadahoc.** Sea-
service in former years as a master mariner is an allow-

able

25. Copy of his letter, obtained by James P. Baxter, Esq., in Archives of Me.
Historical Society.
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able presumption, though his position as captain of the
Gift is not proof that he was a practical navigator, but
only that he had the chief authority in directing the
voyage. He was one of the four persons whose names
are written in the charter of 1606 in behalf of the north-
ern colony, and it is fair to infer for him deep personal
interest in foreign plantations, which led him to become
a principal adventurer in this project; but doubtless he
also represented the Popham families and especially his
kinsman, the Chief Justice. His personal devotion,
however, must have been a chief reason for assigning
the difficult duty of leadership in this foreign enterprise
to an old man who had long been infirm, and thereby
unfitted for the exacting service required. Yet his dis-
cernment and judgment may have been wholly adequate,
while nerve and vigorous resolution, with ability to con-
trol men and with positive personal force to give shape
to dubious affairs, may have been deficient. Gorges’
characterization of the man is doubtless a just estimate :
“an honest man, but old, and of unwieldy body, and
timorously fearful to offend or contest with those that
will or do oppose him, but otherwise a discreet, careful
man.”* His statements also indicate the lack of a vig-
orous administration, and it appears that in a few months
the spirit of disorder was working mischief in the enter-

prise,
26. Vide Literature, post.
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prise, while confusion and divided aims prevailed—as-
suredly a severe trial to the aged president, however far
his timid official hand was responsible for the continu-
ance. To praise him, or sharply to criticize and blame,
we cannot, for we have not sufficient knowledge of the
facts. His term of service was short: midwinter—Feb-
ruary sth—released him from the onerous duty. Some
acute malady, incident to a new climate and a severe
winter, may have caused his death; or,in ripened years,
it may have been nature’s time for dissolution. The
end may have been hastened by the taxing of his pow-
ers by official duty, and the anxieties which rampant dis-
order and sedition raised.

What Gorges writes,”” would be a suitable epitaph,
if a stone could be raised on the unknown spot of his
burial at Sagadahoc:—

“ However heartened by hopes, willing he was to die in
acting something that might be serviceable to God and
honorable to his country.’

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, whose projected enterprise,
resolutely pursued, came to a disastrous issue, and in-
volved also the loss of his own life,—may yet have left to
his sons, as a natural inheritance, an interest in the seizure
and occupation of the domain he had attempted to secure.

Sir John

27. Brief Narration, p. 22, in Me. Hist. Coll., Vol. II.
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Sir John Gilbert is shown to have been the eldest son
in a family of at least seven children left by Sir Hum-
phrey. The choice of him, in 1607, to be a member of
the enlarged council for the northern colony is the chief
fact which identifies him with the Sagadahoc enterprise.
It is also stated that he was made president of the com-
pany,”®—a further proof of his interested activity in its
affairs. His death July 5, 1608, was a momentous event
for the colony, indirectly causing it to disband. His
home was in Compton, of Devonshire. His wife was
Alice, daughter of Richard Molineux, of Sefton, but he
left no children.

Raleigh Gilbert, holding so prominent a position in
the company’s affairs, was likewise a son of Sir Hum-
phrey,—not a brother, nor a nephew, as has also been
held. His age is not definitely known, but so far as the
family pedigree® is ascertained, he was next to the
youngest child, and a fair estimate of probabilities will
make him not younger than twenty-seven, nor older than
thirty-five at his departure for Sagadahoc. In the pre-
vious year he had enjoyed the distinction of becoming
one of the four patentees in whose names was issued the
charter of 1606; and his name appears likewise in the

new charter of 1620.
It seems

28. Oldmixon.
29. Essex Institute Collections, Vol. 17, p. 40.
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It seems that an unwonted portion of the father’s
scheming and adventurous spirit rested upon this
youngest son, that he should have early devoted himself
to similar aims in America. Recognized abilities and
force of character must be presumed by which so young
a man was esteemed fit to be put forward as a grantee
under the charter, and next as vice president of the
colony.

The journal, we now exhibit, discloses Raleigh Gil-
bert’s energy and activity in the affairs of the colony,
not lessened, we may be assured, when the death of
President Popham advanced him to that office. Informa-
tion now obtained shows that ambition and selfish aims
were among his faults, and soon modified his cordial re-
lations to the enterprise. The returning ship brought
report that Gilbert’s aspiring claims were threatening the
plans and interests of the company. He proposed to
revive his father’s patént, and to demand supposed rights
accruing to him under it, which he believed could not be
superseded by the charter of James in 1606; and was
endeavoring to form a party to support his designs,
sending messages to England to friends to come over
and join him. Gorges sought at once to checkmate
these plans, and it is inferred that Gilbert soon learned
that his revolutionary scheme was hopeless.

Gorges’
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Gorges’ estimate of the man does not commend him ;*
“desirous of supremacy and rule, a loose life, prompt to
sensuality, little zeal in religion, humorous, headstrong,
and of small judgment and experience, otherwise valiant
enough”: and prompts the question of his fitness for
the responsible position. Manifestly his administration
was very unlike that of George Popham, and yet his
more vigorous hand and force of will were suited to
control restless and turbulent elements of the colony.
Gilbert’s presidency, extending from February into Sep-
tember, was fully equal in length to that of Popham, and
may have been vigilant and wholly satisfactory to the
patrons; but when intelligence came of the death of his
brother, Sir John, to whose property he was heir-at-law,
he judged his return to England absolutely needful. It
seems that his personal force mainly held the colony to
its purpose, for his projected departure forced its disso-
lution since there was no one there who could or would
step into his place.

Raleigh Gilbert was probably unmarried at this time,
for his oldest son was born about 1615. He married
Elizabeth Kelly, by whom he had five sons and two
daughters. The date of his death is approximated by
the proving of his will, which, made in 1625, was proved
in 1634, February 13th. His home was in Greenway, in

Devonshire. Sir Ferdinando
80. Vide Literature, post.
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Sir Ferdinando Gorges and members of the Popham
and Gilbert families were evidently the principal project-
ors and active managers of the undertaking, and most
libera] contributors to the expenses. Others, how many
we cannot know, were willing to put a few score or a few
hundred pounds into the venture and wait for the profits
of the investment, when the imagined mines and the
products of the country should speedily fill the depleted
treasury. We must presume that all those chosen
to be members of the council had a financial interest in
the project. These names of knights and gentlemen,
may, therefore, be added as interested patrons :—Thomas
Hanham, William Parker, Edward Hungerford, John
Mallet, Thomas Freake, Richard Hawkins, Bartholo-
mew Mitchell, Edward Seamour, Bernard Greenville,
Edward Rogers, Rev. Matthew Sutcliff. It is probable
that in the opening stage there was no lack of patrons,
and the expedition sailed well furnished for its purpose.

From this point the Lambeth MS. carries forward
the story of the enterprise,—supplemented after the
abrupt closing, by the continuation given in the History
of Strachey. Some letters of Gorges, recently obtained,*
add very valuable information, and an inside view of
the affairs of the colony. The Literature exhibits the

general

81. Vide Literature, post.
3
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general voice of history concerning the enterprise, to
which is appended discussion of a few matters vitally
connected with its progress and ending.

Liberal expenditures and foresight had prepared the
way ; abundant supplies were subsequently forwarded ;
vigilant care of devoted patrons followed the colony;
but an inward disease, more than outward ills, not indeed
wanting, weakened it, so that a slight stroke in the end
broke the resolution of the company, add theré was
added to a lamentable series of frustrated attempts, one
more discouraging failure in the colonization of America,
by the sudden abandonment of Sagadahoc.
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THE RELATION.

i

~ In the nam of God, Amen.

The Relation of a Voyage unto New England.
Began from the Lizard, ye first of June 1607,
By Captn.’ Popham in y¢'ship ye Gift,

&
Captn, Gilbert in y¢ Mary & John:
Written by.............
& found amongst ye Papers of ye truly Worpfull:
Sr. Ferdinando Gorges, Knt,

by me

William Griffith.»

3

Departed from the Lyzard® the firste daye of June
Ano Domi 1607, beinge Mundaye about 6 of the Cloke

in the
32. This subscription explains itself ; as a title indicating the contents of
it was written by the finder, Griffith, the MS. which had been in Gorges’
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in the afternoon and ytt bore of me then Northeste and

by North eyght Leags of.

from thence Directed our Course for the Illands** of
flowers & Corve in the weh we wear 24 dayes attainynge
of ytt. All weh time we still kept the Sea and never
Saw but on Saill beinge a ship of Salcom?* bound for the
New Foundland whearin was on tosser of Dartmoth

Mr. in her.

possession, and was brought to light
subsequent,—it may be many years,
—to his death.

83. At the southwesterly extreme
of England, in the county of Cornwall.
The lighthouse stands in Lat. 49° 67/
N. and Lon. 6° 11’ W. Land’s End,
twenty-three miles distant, slightly
further north, is the most westerly
point. From the Lizard the navi-
gator took departure for the ocean
voyage. Theshipshad left Plymouth
harbor, fifty miles northeasterly, on
the previous day.

84. The Azores lay in the route to
New England since it had been the
practice to sail southward, often far
towards the West Indies, and then
take the wind up the American coast.
Gosnold is accredited with the first at-
tempt at a direct westerly passage.
Yet Sir Humphrey Gilbert’s voyage
of 1583 was laid direct for Cape Race.
The sailing directions ordered to run
first W. S. W. to 43° or 44°, then to

The

traverse to 45°, and not above 47°,
but to endeavor to keep in 46°. This
group of islands, nine in number, 800
miles west of Portugal, lie in north
latitude from 36° 66/ to 39° 44/. They
were taken in possession by the Portu-
guese government about 1432, and
named Azores—or as often written
Accores, from the Portuguese word
acor—a hawk, as these birds were
very abundant.

Flores, Corvo, Gratiosa, disguised
by the spelling, are the islands here
mentioned. Josselyn in 1663, (Two
Voyages, Mass. H. Coll,, 38,3 V,, p.
2306) writes, “ We found flowers to be
in the southern part in Lat. 39° 13'.
We descried a village and a small
church or chappel seated in a pleasnt
valley to the eastern side of the island
....inhabited by outlawed Portin-
gals. The town they call Santa Cruz.”

36. Salcombe, a village of Devon-
shire, at the entrance of Kingsbridge
Harbor.
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The 25th daye of June we fell wth the Illand of Ger-
sea on*® of The Illands of the Assores & ytt bore of*®
us then South & by est ten Leags of, our Mr. & his
matts makinge ytt to be flowers but my Selffe whstood
them & reprooved them in thear errour as afterward ytt
appeared manyfestly and then stood Roome? for flowers.

The 26th of June we had Seight of flowers & Corv.
& the 27th in the mornynge early we wear hard abord
flowers & stod in for to fynd a good rod for to anker
Whearby to take in wood and watter the 28th we De-
scryed to* Sailles, standinge in for flowers Whearby we
presently Wayed Anker & stood towards the rod of
Sainta Cruse®® beinge near three Leags from the place.
Whear we wattered. thear Capt popham ankered to take
in wood and wattr but ytt was So calme that we Could
nott recover or gett unto hem beffor the daye cam on.

The 29th of June beinge Mundaye early in the morn-
ing those to Sailles we had seen the nyght beffore
Wear neare unto us & beinge Calme they Sent thear
bots beinge full of men towards us. And after the
orders of the Sea they hailled us demandynge us of

whense

86. The forms of several words term, and signifies to tack about be-

throughout the MS. need not mislead : fore the wind.

—*“of ” for off, “on” for one, “to” 38. A town on the island of Flores,

for two, etc. having a harbor or port. Another of
l the same name is found on the north

side of Graciosa.

87. This word is an old nautical
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whense we wear the'wch we told them: & ‘found them
to be flemens* & the stats shipes. on of our Company
named John Goyett of plymoth knew the Capt. of on
of the shipes for that he had ben att Sea wth hem.
havinge aquainted Capt. Gilbert of this & .beinge all
frinds he desyered the Capt. of the Dutch to com: near
& take a can of bear the wch hee thankfully excepted we
still keepinge our Selves in a redynesse both of. our
small shott & greatt; the Dutch Capt. beinge Com to
our ships syde Capt. Gilbert desyered hem to com abord
hem & entertand hem in the beste Sort he Could. this
don they to requytt his kind entertainment desyered
hem that he wold go abord wth them. & uppon thear
earnest intreaty he went wth them takinge three or 4
gentell wth hem, but when they had hem abord of them
they thear kept hem per Forse charginge him that he
was a pyratt & still threatnynge hemselffe & his gentell-

men

89. Capt. Gilbert’s courtesy was illy
repaid, and the Dutch were guilty of
a base and perfidious trick. Nor are
the motives at all to be discerned.
Refusal to examine the ship’s papers,
with detention and scandalous treat-
ment, seems like paying off some
grudge at Englishmen. Their threats,
if more than wicked gasconade, be-
tokened a desire for a pretext to
make prizes of the ships. It is but
conjecture that behind all was a pur-

pose to overthrow the voyage in the
interest of Dutch projects of settle-
ment. The latter had not as yet
made endeavor to secure a foothold
on the coast. In this case the base
captain released Gilbert and compan-
ions because he doubted the loyalty
of his own crew, since some, being
English, would have prevented the
execution of the Dutchman’s design
to seize the ships.



THE SAGADAHOC COLONY. 39

men wth hem to throw them all overbord & to take our
ship from us. in this Sort they kept them from ten of
the Clok mornynge untill eyght of the Clok nyght ussinge
Som of his gent in most wild maner as Settinge Som of
them in the bibowes & buffettinge of others & other
most wyld & shamffull abusses but in the end havinge
Seene our Comission the wch was proffered unto them
att the firste but they reffused to See yt and the great-
est Cause doutinge of the Inglyshe men beinge of thear
owne Company who had promist Capt. Gilbert that yf
they proffered to perfform that wch they still threatned
hem that then they all woold Rysse wth hem. & either
end thear Lyves in his deffence or Suppresse the shipe.
the wech the Dutch perseavinge presently Sett them att
Lyberty & Sent them abord unto us aggain to our no
small Joye. Capt. popham all this tyme beinge in the
Wind of us never woold Com roome unto us not with-
standinge we makinge all the Seignes that possybell we
myght by strykinge on topsaill & hoissinge ytt aggain
three tymes & makinge towards hem all that ever we
possybell could* so hear we lost Company of hem

beinge

40. Capt. Popham may be fairly was more suspicious of the Dutch
entitled to the benefit of the doubt, if vessels than Capt. Gilbert had been,
he saw or comprehended the signals : he failed damagingly in duty to his
otherwise his course is unexplainable, consort. His unmanly action separ-

or may be called cowardly, that he ated the two vessels for the remain-
did not approach to inquire. If he der of the voyage.
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beinge the 29th daye of June about 8 of the Clok att
nyght beinge 6 Leags from flowers West norwest wee
standinge our Course for Vyrgenia the 3oth wee laye in
Seight of the Illand.

The firste Daye of Jully beinge Wesdaye wee depted
from the Illand of flowers* beinge ten Leags South weste
from ytt.

From hence we allwayes kept our Course to the
Westward as much as wind & weather woold permytt
untill the 27th daye of Jully duringe wch time wee often
times Sounded but could never fynd grounde. this 27:h
early in the mornynge we Sounded & had ground but
18 fetham beinge then in the Lattitud of 43 degrees &
t hear w. .. fysht three howers & tooke near to hundred
of Cods very great & large fyshe bigger & larger fyshe
then that weh coms from the bancke of the New Found

Land

41. They had kept their course
southwesterly by Flores to about Lat.
38°. Then they sailed westward
(Strachey,® p. 202, writes W. by N.
and W. N. W.) for twenty-six days,
when they reached soundings in Lat.
43°40/. A portion of Sable Island
bank, south and west of the island,
between Lat. 43° 40/ and 44/, shows

® All references to this writer will be

made to the reprint in Collections of Maine
Hist. Soc., Vol. 3.

seventeen to twenty-six fathoms.
Strachey writes twenty and twenty-
two, not eighteen. At no other point
in the given latitude, except near the
island, is this depth found. This ap-
proximates their position and shows
that they passed some twenty miles
to the S. W. of Sable Island. Had
they cast the lead an hour or two
earlier, they would have found forty
to sixty fathoms.

B
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Land hear wee myght have lodden our shipe in Lesse
time then a moneth.

From hence the Wynd beinge att South west wee
sett our Saills & stood by the wind west nor west towards
the Land allwayes Soundinge for our better knowledg as
we ran towarde the main Land from this bancke.

From this bancke we kept our Course west nor west

36 Leags wch ys from the 27th of July untill the 3oth of
July in wch tyme we ran 36 L as ys beffore sayed & then
we Saw the Land* about 10 of the Clok in the morn-
ynge bearinge norweste from us About 10 Leags & then
we Sounded & had a hundred fethams* blacke oze hear
as we Cam in towards the Land from this bancke we
still found deepe wattr. the deepest within the bancke
ys 160 fethams & in 100 fetham you shall See the Land
yf ytt be Clear weather after you passe the bancke the
ground ys still black oze untill yo Com near the shore
this daye wee stood in for the Land but Could nott re-
cover

42. From point of soundings to

the land they reckon forty-six leagues.
Sable Island is distant from Aspo-
togeon about 140 miles or in close
agreement. “ The high lands of As-
potogeon and La Heve are conspic-
uous and remarkable.” “The high and
conspicuous mountain of Aspotogeon
{8 visible more than twenty miles off.”
“ Cape La Heve, a steep, abrupt cliff
8

107 ft. high.” (Blunt's Coast Pilot,
1867, pp. 193-196.) :
43. After passing Sable Bank, the
depth for many leagues, varies from
eighty to 126 fathoms. Within twenty
miles of Sambro light, off Halifax,
are eighty to ninety-seven fathoms:
near Sambro banks, but south of their
probable course, are 140 to 162 fath-

oms. (VideCoast Charts.)
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cover ytt beffor the night tooke us so we stood a Lyttell
from ytt & thear strok a hull untill the next daye beinge
the Laste of July hear Lyeinge at hull we tooke great
stor of cod fyshes the bigeste & largest that I ever Saw
or any man in our ship. this daye beinge the Last of
July about 3 of the Clok in the after noon we recouered
the shor & cam to an anker under an Illand* for all this
Cost ys full of Illands & broken Land but very Sound &
good for shipinge to go by them the wattr deepe. 18 &
20 fetham hard abord them this Illand standeth in the

This Illand standeth in the lattitud of 44 d & $ &
hear we had nott ben att an anker past to howers beffore
we espyed a bisken* shallop Cominge towards us hav-

44. Determinations of latitude in
that period were not accurate by rea-
son of the rudeness of instruments
employed. Fractions of degrees were
usually but approximations. (Vide
New England His. and Gen. Reg,
1882, p. 145.) Hence the latitude
here given will not certainly point out
the island. Macnab Island, at the
entrance of Halifax harbor, Tancook
and Green Islands, guarding Mahone
bay, and Cross Island, at Lunenburg
bay, closely meet the requirements of
latitude. Ironbound Island, in Lat.
44° 16/, is a quarter of a degree south,
but presents its claims from its prox-

inge
imity to the harbor of La Heve.
Champlain (Bk.2, p. 49) had made
the latitude of Cape de La Heve 44°
. The narrative mentions as the
chief of those parts a Sachem Mess-
amott, and Lescarbot shows tha
Messamott was “ Captaine or Saga-
more in the river of the port of La
Heve.” These facts favorbut are not
decisive that the anchorage was at
La Heve,yet do give Ironbound Island
the preference. The chief Messamott
had been in France. (VideLescarbot,
1609 Ed., Chap. 44.)
45. Boats of European make were
proofs of the intercourse which had

L e
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inge in her eyght Sallvages & a Lyttell salvage boye
they cam near unto us & spoke unto us in thear Lan-
guage. & we makinge Seignes to them that they should
com abord of us showinge unto them knyues glasses
beads & throwinge into thear bott Som bisket but for
all this they wold nott com abord of us but makinge
show to go from us. we suffered them. So when they
wear a Lyttell from us and Seeinge we proffered them
no wronge of thear owne accord retorned & cam abord
of us & three of them stayed all that nyght wth us the
rest depted in the shallope to the shore makinge Seignes
unto us that they wold retorn unto us aggain the next
daye.

The next daye the Sam Salvages wth three Salvage
wemen beinge the fryst daye of Auguste retorned unto
us bringinge wth them Som feow skines of bever in an
other bisken shallop & propheringe thear skines to trook
wth us but they demanded ouer muche for them and we
Seemed to make Lyght of them So then the other three
weh had stayed wth us all nyght went into the shallop &
So they depted ytt Seemth that the french hath trad
wth them for they use many french words the Cheeff
Comander of these pts ys called Messamott & the ryver

or
existed between the natives and the in trafic with them, as Lescarbot
hardy fishermen frequenting the shows.
coast. Also the French were engaged
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or harbor ys called emannett* we take these peopell to
be the tarentyns¥ & these peopell as we have Learned
sence do make wars* wth Sasanoa the Cheeffe Comander
to the westward whea .. we have planted & this Somer
they kild his Sonne So the Salvages depted from us &
cam no mor unto us After they wear depted from us we
hoyssed out our bot whearin my Selffe was wth 12 others
& rowed to the shore and landed on this Illand* that
we rod under the wech we found to be a gallant Illand full
of heigh & myghty trees of Sundry Sorts hear we allso
found aboundance of gusberyes—strawberyes rasberyes

& whorts* So we retorned & Cam abord
Sondaye beinge the second of Auguste after dyner
our bott went to the shore again to fille freshe wattr
whear after they had filled thear wattr thear cam fower
Salvages unto them havinge thear bowes & arowes in
thear

46. This name does not appear
elsewhere. The French designation
La Heve supplanted it. In Nor-
mandy, near Havre de Grace, is a
high bluff bearing this name, which
manifestly was transferred and af-
fixed by early seamen. (Vide Cham-
plain, Prince Soc., Vol. 2, p. 9, note.)

47. One division or tribe of the
Etechemins, who occupied the Penob-
scot region and the East. Purchas
says the Tarratine County is in 44°
40/. (Vide Williamson, 1, 470. Me.
His. Col,, 7, 100.)

48. The fight occurred in August,
and is mentioned again under date of
the 22d. This sentence may have
been added later to the Relation when
the whole was written out, from the
original notes and log book.

49. Cross Island is more notable in
size than Ironbound, comprising 2563
acres. Good channels on either side.
(Blunt, p. 194.)

50. Whortleberries.  Lescarbot
mentions the red gooseberries.
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thear hands makinge show unto them to have them Com
to the shore but our Saillers havinge filled thear wattr
wold nott go to the shore unto them but retorned & cam
abord beinge about 5 of the Clock in the afternoon So
the bott went presently from the ship unto a point of an
Illand & thear att Lo wattr in on hower kild near. 50.
great Lopsters you shall See them Whear they Ly in
shold Wattr nott past a yeard deep & wth a great hooke
mad faste to a staffe you shall hitch them up thear ar
great store of them you may near Lad a Ship wth them.
& they are of greatt bignesse I have nott Seen the Lyke
in Ingland So the bott retorned abord & wee toke our
bott in & about myd nyght the wynd cam faier att
northest’* we Sett Saill & depted from thence keepinge
our Course South west for So the Cost Lyeth.

Mundaye being the third of Auguste in the morn-
inge we wear faiers* by the shore and So Sailled alongste
the Coste we Saw many Illands all alonge the Cost &
great Sounds, goinge betwyxt them. but We could
make prooffe of non for want of a penyshe® hear we
found fyshe still all alonge the Cost as we Sailled.

Tusdaye being the 4th of Auguste in the morninge

5 of

61. Strachey adds,“and the moon 52. “ A league from it,” says Stra-
shining brightly.” chey.
63. Pinnace.
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5 of the Clok we wear theawart of a Cape or head Land*
Lyeing in the Latitud of 43 degrees and cam very near

64. Allowing for time to get under
way after the wind came round, they
were a little more than twenty-four
hours in ranning down the coast from
their anchorage to Cape Sable, which
must be the cape mentioned. The
landfall in 441¢°, this coast-wise
trip S. W. to a cape in 43°, then in
leaving it, entering a great deep bay,
and making some forty-five leagues
westerly out of sight of land, furnish
evidence additional to the manifest
crossing of Sable Bauk, that their
course across the ocean brought them
to Nova Scotia. No other part of the
American coast would fit these facts.
When the “ Historie” of Strachey was
published disclosing first the details
of the voyage, this cape presented no
slight diffcultity. The English Ed-
itor, Mr. R. H. Major, misled prob-
ably by theory and assumption of
landfall necessarily on the coast of
Maine, sadly befogged the matter.
From the narrative and other infor-
mation at hand, and especially a
“ yvery elaborate and beautiful map of
the coast of Maine in the British
Museum, on a scale of two miles to
an inch,” he reached conclusions in
his opimion “most consistent with
all the details,” that Cape Small
Point must be the headland in ques-
tion. Yet then he was forced to as-

unto

sign an error in the reported latitude
of half a degree. In his careful
study, however, he overlooked plain
details of the narrative, able to shat-
ter his conclusions. He failed to fol-
low the vessel, and to notice that
these navigators, after passing the
headland, sailed two days out of
sight of land, some fifty leagues by
estimate, on courses, S. W., W. by S,,
W.S.W,W.N. W, W,, and W. by
N., constantly westerly, and then
sighted the mountains of Penobscot.
To sail westerly from Small Point,
and reach Penobscot bay is a feat of
seamanship vastly easier in perform-
ance in an English library than on
the quarter deck. Surprise atsuch a
blunder is but augmented by the
further fact that in the American re-
print of a portion of Strachey with
Mr. Major’s appended notes, by the
Historical Societies of Massachusetts
and of Maine, his elucidations and
conclusions upon this point gained
neither dissent, criticisms, nor notice.
He had suggested, in view of the lati-
tude, that the first landfall might
have been at Mount Desert, not
heeding the fact that the parallel of
440 cuts Nova Scotia as well as Maine.
(Capt. George Prince in appendix to
Rosier’s Relation [1860] regards the
landfall as eastward of Mt. Desert.)

e
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unto ytt* ytt ys very Low Land showinge Whytt
Lyke sand but ytt ys Whytt Rocks and very stronge
tides goeth hear from the place we stopt att beinge in
44 de & % untill this Cape or head land ytt ys all broken
Land & full of Illands & Large Sounds betwixt them &
hear we found fyshe aboundance so large & greatas I
never Saw the Lyke Cods beffor nether any man in our
shipe.

After we paste this Cape or head Land the Land
falleth awaye and Lyeth in norwest & by north into a
greatt deep baye*®. We kept our course from this head
Land West and Weste and by South 7 Leags and cam
to thre Illands” whear cominge near unto them we
found on the Southest Syd of them a great Leadge of
Rocks® Lyeinge near a Leage into the Sea the wch we

65. The latitude was doubtless an
estimate, with no accuracy of observa-
tion. Cape Sable light is in 43° 23/,
as given by Blunt, who mentions
the strong set of the tides across the
ledges—the Horseshoe and Cape
Ledges—at the rate of three and some-
times four knots an hour. (Coast Pi-
lot,p.200.) Strachey must havedrawn
from the log book or memoranda of
the voyage, since he says that off the
cape the ship was in 42° 50/ and ran
within half a league of it. Blunt
says that the cape itself is a broken
white cliff, visible four or five leagues
off.

perseavinge

66. The Bay of Fundy; all the
early maps indicate it. In the writ-
ings of Jesuit missionaries it is named
“ Baie Frangaise ” — French Bay.

57. Seal Island and Mud Islands,
the latter four in number, but all
would not be separately discerned
from the ship. The distance is very
precise, as Seal Island lies nearly
twenty miles due west from Cape
Sable.

68. The Blonde Rock is three and
one-half miles distant, South 3¢ East
from Seal Island and is uncover-
ed at low water. The Elbow Shoal
lies nearly between, and the Zettland
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perseavinge tackt our ship & the wynde being Large att
northest Cleared our Selves of them kepinge still our
course to the westward west & by South and west South-
west untill mydnyght. then after we hald in more north-
erly.s

Wensdaye being the 5th of Auguste from after myd-
nyght we hald in West norwest untill 3 of the Clok
afternoon of the Sam and then we Saw the Land aggain
bearinge from us north weste & by north and ytt Risseth
in this forme hear under. ten or 12 Leags* from yo
they ar three heigh mountains® that Lye in upon the
main Land near unto the ryver of penobskot in wch ryver
the bashabe® makes his abod the cheeffe Comander of
those pts & streatcheth unto the ryver of Sagadehock
under his Comand yo shall see theise heigh mountains
when yo shall not perseave the main Land under ytt

they
Shoal still more westerly. Over these the most easterly of the Matinicus
is a heavy tide rip during the strength group, at present variations of 153¢°,
of the tide. (Coast Pilot, p. 201.) Mt. Megunticook, the nearest, has
These manifest perils were avoided just the given bearing, N. W. by N.,

by tacking ship.

69. Strachey adds in the first case
“and made thirty leagues;” and in
the second “made fifteen leagues.”
At this point they descried land.

60. A low estimate Strachey
wrote * nine or more.” Vide note 63.
As later shown the ship was some
distance south east of the Matinicus
Islands. Six miles east of Seal Island,

and is twenty-five miles distant.

61. Strachey writes that they are
in the land of Segohquet.

The Camden mountains, called by
Col. Benjamin Church Mathebestuck
Hills, present clear and bold outlines
to seamen ; they can be seen sixty
miles out at sea.

62. Vide note on Bashaba, post.
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they ar of shutch an exceedinge heygts: And note.
that from the Cape or head Land beffor spoken of untill
these heigh mountains we never Saw any Land except
those three Illands also beffor mensyoned We stood in
Right wth these mountains untill the next daye®.

Thursdaye beinge the 6th of Auguste we stood in
wth this heigh Land untill 12 of the Cloke noon & then
I found the shipe to be in 43d & ¢ by my observatio®
from thence we Sett our Course & stood awaye dew
weste & Saw three other Illands® Lyenge together beinge
Lo & flatt by the wattr showinge whytt as yff ytt wear
Sand but ytt ys whytt Rocks makinge show a far of

63. Sailing slowly, since they now
only reached 4314° southeasterly of
the Matinicus Islands, and from them
the mountains would be still some
ten leagues away.

64. The writer certainly had some
part in navigating the vessel,—fur-
ther evidence that he was the pilot.

66. The Matinicus group, lying in
the direct course from Cape Sable to
Penobscot Bay. They are Matinicus,
Ragged, Wooden Ball and Seal. The
last three are the ones intended since

7

allmoste

the tirst lyng north of Ragged would
be concealed. They regarded the
three aslying in line due east and west.
This course was not precise, for a
line from the center of Ragged cut-
ting the two others makes an angle of
28° with the parallel of 43° 60/, which
intersects Ragged. This would re-
quire a variation of the compass of
215 points, much too large, since
Capt. Waymouth, two years before,
found at Pentecost Harbor only one
point variation.
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allmoste Lyke unto Dover Cleeves. & these three Illands
Lye dew est & west on of the other so we Cam faier*®
by them and as we Cam to the Westward the heygh
Land® beffor spoken of shewed ytt selffe in this form as

followith—

From hence we kept still our Course West & Weste
by North towards three other Illands*® that we Sawe

66. “ Fast by ” writes Strachey,—
close or as near as prudent. He adds
also : “ There lyeth so-west from the
easter-most of the three islands a
white rockye islands ;” . e., Matini-
cus Rock, which is in lat. 43°47', and
about 8 ms. S. by E. from Ragged.
The narrative is best interpreted by
believing that the Mary and John,
Iaying her course close to the three
islands, sailed between Ragged and
Matinicus Rock. Yet our narrator
says they reached 431¢° and then
sailed due west, which would have
laid their course many miles south
of the Rock. Evidently there was
faulty determination of the latitude
in this case or they hauled in north-
erly, of which no mention is made.

67. In advancing westward, the

Lyenge
outlines of the mountains change as
the rude sketches show.

68. Having cleared the Matinicus
Islands, they changed their course
towards the north. By evident lack
of full sailing notes and the unknown
variation, the precise course of the
Mary and John cannot now be laid
down on the charts. Another point
of view is required. They see three
other islands,—eight leagues distant,
—manifestly too liberal an estimate;
make for them and there find anchor-
age. Assuming that they had cleared
Ragged island then northwesterly
Metinic will be full ten nautical miles
away ; Monhegan, eighteen; and be-
tween them are the Georges group,
about eighteen miles distant. The
range of view from Metinic on the
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Lyenge from these Illands beffor spoken of 8 Leags and
about ten of the Clok att nyght we recovered them &
havinge Sent in our bott beffor nyght to vew ytt for that
ytt was Calme a to Sound ytt & See whatt good ankor-
inge was under ytt we bor in wth on of them the wch as

right to Monhegan on the left will
comprise some thirty degrees of the
horizon, constantly expanding on ad-
vance. (It is barely possible that a
seaman might in a general way say
he laid his course towards three
islands in so wide a range.) But the
mean and direct course would be
towards the St. George islands—
coloquially, the Georges. As Me-
tinic is near and far to the right, so
soon left on the starboard, it must
be ruled out and could not have been
one of the three. Monhegan must
likewise be discarded, for they sailed
towards three islands, and late in the
evening “recovered them,” a state-
ment only applicable to the Georges.
On arrival they sent out a boat “to
view it,” {. e, the nearest or chief
one; after report they “bore in with
one of them,”—the plural denoting &
group,—and found anchorage. With
greatest difficulty can the several
statements be adjusted to Monhegan,
though that has been put forth as the
point reached. (Vide Mass. His. Pro-
ceed., 1880, pp. 89, 101 ; Bancroft, Vol.
1, p. 205, et al.) But they are clearly
interpreted of the Georges Islands.

we cam
Further evidence is however conclu-
sive.

1. In the morning at their anchor-
age they “ were environed about with
islands.” Such a statement is wholly
inapt in reference to a station at Mon-
hegan, that lonely outpost in the sea.
Also there could be counted “ near 30
islands round about us from aboard
our ship.” This is an impossible
statement for the view at Monhegan.
The nearest are Allen’s and Burnt,
full six miles distant northeasterly.
In fine weather three or four small
ones, scarcely separable from the
mainland, can be made out by a prac-
ticed eye, stretching on the left
towards Pemaquid. In the clearest
weather Seguin, Metinic and Matin-
icus can be discerned. But an ordin-
ary observer, a stranger, would at first
notice only two, Allen’s and Burnt;
while a sharper eye in the best
weather might add six or seven more.
But to regard these far away islands
as environing the ship is wholly
forced and absurd. But to an anchor-
age among the St. George islands the
description would accurately apply.

2. Also after Popham’s arrival
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we cam in by we still sounded & founde very deep wattr

40 fetham® hard abord of yt.

So we stood in into a

Coue™ In ytt & had 12 fetham wattr & thear we
ankored untill the mornynge. And when the daye ap-
peared We Saw we weare environed Round about with
Illands yo myght have told neare thirty Illands round
about us from abord our shipe this Illand we Call St

they manned the boats and made a
trip to Pemaquid, and in so doing they
“rowed to the west in amongst many
gallant islands.” Accept the Monhe-
gan anchorage, then Pemaquid, allow-
ing only one point for variation, would
have been N. W., not W. From the
Georges it is due west to Pemaquid.
Again, in the route from Monhegan
to Pemagquid not an island intervenes,
nor rock,—nor is there any nearer
than Allen’s island, five miles away.
No sane man could have written
of rowing among gallant islands
on this course to Pemaquid. The
Monhegan location is wholly incon-
sistent with the description; but one
at the Georges fully accords, each
point adding to the evidence and mak-
ing it conclusive beyond question.
(Vide Eaton’s Thomaston, p. 23.)

69. The depth is exaggerated;
twenty-cight fathoms are found east
of Burnt Island.

70. It is not possible to designate
this cove, and evidently here again
the depth of water was reckoned in

Georges

excess. On the north and east of
Burnt are coves of 0} and 73
fathoms, and on the west 10 and
13, but no proper coves. On the
southeast of Allen’s is a cove of 714
fathoms, and at the northeast one of
10.

71. No clear evidence determines
which island they rode under, but
probabilities favor Allen’s. Capt.
Geo. Prince concludes they anchored
off the S. E. end of it. (Prince’s
Rosier, (1860.) p. 23.) They nawme it
St. George’s Island, evidently believ-
ing that Waymouth so named it. But
Rosier's memory was at fault, else
there can be scarcely a doubt but that
Waymouth’s company gave the name
St. George to Monhegan, “the first
island we fell with.” Capt. G. Prince
accepts the fact. Rev. Mr. Burrage
regards it “a natural inference.”
(Rosier's Nar., p. 138) Capt. Gil-
bert’s company doubtless had not
certain knowledge to which isiand
Waymouth had given the name.
Hence tinding the cross set up by

A e
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Georges Illand” for that we hear found a Crosse”” Sett
up the weh we Suposse was Sett up by George Wayman.

him they regard that as evidence
of the name of the island and
renew its use. By this erroneous
conclusion the name was transferred
and thereafter became permanent,
never again appearing in application
to Monhegan. The latter name
comes into view in Capt. J. Smith’s
earliest narration (Desc. of N. Eng.,
London, 1616) and prevailed ever
after, though in various forms. Both
names were used with obvious dis-
tinction by Richard Mather, 1635,
(Journal) “ made land at Menhiggin.”
“We saw more northward, divers
other islands called St. George
Islands,”—* rocks and islands on al-
most every side of us, as Menhiggin,
St. George Islands, Pemaquid.” The
island St. George is mentioned by
Geo. Munjoy in 1672, in his report of
survey of the Massachusetts colony
line, and probably could be no other
than Allen’s islands.

72. Rosier’s Relation affords not
a presumption that Waymouth set
up a cross on Monhegan, since he
does not hint that it was visited more
than once, and briefly, for a boat load
of wood. He did leave one by his har-
bor anchorage, and one on the bank of
his river. Gilbert’s company believed
they found the former. Strachey al-
lows not a doubt but it was Way-
mouth’s. (Vide Wm. Willis, Me. H.

Frydaye
Coll., 5, pp. 343-9.) This is a proof of
their knowledge of Waymouth’s an-
choring at the point, and strengthens
other conclusive evidence that Way-
mouth’s Pentecost Harbor was the
Georges Harbor. A summary of that
evidence is appropriate here.
1. Rational Presumption.
Waymouth first anchored north of
Monhegan. Good seamanship de-
manded a secure anchorage against a
possible storm. On our unknown
coast sheltering islands are sought
for that purpose. Three miles from
Waymouth’sship lay inviting islands;
others were dimly seen towards the
main land. Wholly ignorant of the
coast, he will first seek a harbor
among these islands, or by an ad-
vance towards the land. To sail
away ten or twenty miles westward
along the coast is unnatural and
absurd. Indeed, when he did seek
his harbor, only four hours were re-
quired from weighing anchor till the
harbor was selected and ship moored.
He sought simply a well defended
berth. Had he sailed, as alleged, to
the vicinity of Boothbay, then must
he have shut his eyes against any
search in Muscongus Bay close about
him, or at Pemaquid, or at Damaris-
cotta River, where secure auchorages
offer at many a point. He could not
have acted thus irrationally.
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Frydaye beinge the 7th of Auguste we wayed our
Ankor whereby to bringe our shipe in mor bettr Safty”

2. In passing from first to second
anchorage he sailed towards other
islands more adjoining the main; i.e.,
towards the mainland, not coastwise ;
also he sailed “in the road directly
with,” i. e., towards high mountains.

No other interpretation of this
language can honesty make possible.

8. The Camden Mts. alone can be
intended,—inland, high, bold, always
visible: also in the very direction
given by Purchas, “ north-north-east,”
which he writes in full, not in abbre-
viation, N. N. E., against which error
could more reasonably be charged.
(Purchas, 4: 16560) The White
Mountains are totally inadmissible,
—visible on an average but once
or twice a week; not visible at all
from the sea north or west of Mon-
hegan, except in rare cases of * loom-
ing.” The mountains Waymouth
saw were constantly in view; and
from the river seemed near, a league
away, while the White Mountains,
110 miles distant, when seen from
the heights, present a cloudy range
lifted a little above the horizon.

4, Champlain passed through the
Sheepscot and Kennebec a few days
after Waymouth’s alleged visit ; con-
versed with the natives, heard noth-
ing of a ship just departed, as his
faithful records of events prove.
Later he did learn of a ship having

how Soever

been ten leagues east of the Kennebec,
whose men had killed,—in fact kid-
napped ‘and secreted,—five Indians.
Champlain locates this English ship
in the vicinity of Monhegan, not
west of it.

6. Cromwell’s grant to Temple in
18567 gives nawes along the coast
from Nova Scotia westward, and as-
sociates Pentecost with “ St. George
and Muscontus.” Therefore Pentecost
was east of Pemaquid.

8. Abbe Lavardiere’s notes to
Champlain locate Pentecist over
against (en face de) Monhegan.

7. John Stoneman, pilot with Chal-
lons, wrote a narrative (Purchas, Vol.
4, 1832) of that disaster not earlier
than the first of 1608, possibly many
many months later. He had been
with Waymouth in his noted voyage
and mentions that discovery of a
river, the name of which he leaves
blank, indicating that then no name
for it was known and in use. Bat
the Sagadahoc or Kennebec was well
known in England by the colony then
located upon it. And Stoneman
could not have failed to know, certain-
ly after consultation with Gorges,
that the colony was not upon the
river he had visited when with Way-
mouth.

8. On amap in Purchas’ Pilgrims,
1625, a rude outline of the Maine

.,
PN
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how Soever the wynd should happen to blow and about
ten of the Cloke in the mornynge as we weare standinge
of a Lyttell from the Illand we descried a saill standinge
in towards this Illand* & we presently mad towards her

coast appears; indentations repre-
sent “ Sagedhoc” and * Pemptoger”
(Pentagoet or Penobscot), while be-
tween and near the latter is “ Way-
mouch R.,” clearly the St. George.

The aggregate of evidence assign-
ing Pentecost Harbor to the Georges
is very weighty, nor to be evaded in
fair usage of Rosier's account. Of
evidence to locate it in the vicinity of
Boothbay there seems to be none,
except the assumption of the White
Mountain view, proved impossible.
(For the whole matter, lucidly and
effectively treated, vide Dr. Burrage's
Rosier’s Relation.)

73. The hasty anchorage chosen
in the preceding evening was not sat-
isfactory. The boats must have been
sent out Friday morning to select a
better, and of this no mention is
made. In this search the cross set
up by Waymouth would have been
found. This fact determined their
new anchorage. The Relation of
Rosier seems very clear that the
cross was set up by Waymouth’s men
on the rocks by the shore over against
the ship. It was at the place where
the pinnace was constructed, where
wells were dug, the garden plat made,

& found

in fact on the shore of Pentecost
Harbor, not at some other part of the
island. It seems also that the Pop-
ham colonists anchored near the cross
they found, for they went ashore to
this place for the religious services of
the Sabbath. They would not have
transported by boat * the most part
of their whole company of both
ships ” to a distant part of the island.
Hence the Waymouth and the Pop-
ham anchorages were the same in the
Georges Harbor. The cross was
erected therefore on the north end of
Allen’s Island. While Gilbert’s ship
was standing off to come round to
the new anchorage, Capt. Popham’s
ship was descried approaching. After
separation at the Azores, it was a
remarkable timing of the two voy-
ages, thus to meet within twelve
hours.

74. The Gift came confidently
in as if knowing well the place, doubt-
less in charge of a pilot who had been
here previously, probably with Pring.
The pilot of the Mary and John does
not appear equally acquainted. Yet
both evidently sought a definite and
assigned place, the appointed rendez-
vous in case of separation.
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& found ytt to be the gyfte our Consort So beinge all
Joye full of our happy meetinge we both stood in again
for the Illand we ryd under beffor & theare anckored both

together.”s

This night followinge about myd nyght Capt. Gilbert
“caussed his ships bott to be maned & took to hemselffe

13 other my Selffe beinge on.

beinge 14 persons in all

& tooke the Indyan skidwarres wth us’ the weather beinge

75. The opinion which has long
prevailed that the Popham expedi-
tion anchored at Monhegan and tar-
ried there several days, is manifest
error. It is evidently a faulty con-
clusion, doubtless based on the state-
ment of Capt. J. Smith, (Gen. Hist.)
who wrote simply * They fell with
Monhegan the 11th of August.” Of
anchorage or tarry he has not a word.
When Strachey’s history appeared,
he disclosed the stay of several days,
but from his narration no one knew
the place of the anchorage except to
infer, by the aid of Mr. Major’s quo-
tation of Smith, that it was at Mon-
hegan. This Lambeth MS. makes
further disclosures of facts, omitted
or garbled by Strachey. It shows
the separation of the vessels on the
voyage and well assures us that Pop-
ham’s ship did make landfall at
Monhegan, but without tarrying
sailed directly by to the Georges.

Smith was correct respecting the lead- |

ing ship of the expedition; he may

faier
have been ignorant of the movement
of the other, or cared not in his brev-
ity to make details. He wrote the
general fact of the landfall in ap-
proach to the coast ; that determined
nothing concerning the anchorage,
more than to make Hatteras or Port-
land Light assures dropping anchor
in the offing. Monhegan and Matini-
cus were sufficiently well known to
guide the pilots to the rendezvous.
76. Gilbert was pursuing a ma-
tured and politic plan to establish
friendly relations with the Indians.
Skidwarres was one of those captured
by Waymouth. Gorges wrote the
name Skitwarres, Skeetwarres; but
Rosier, Skicowaros. (Burrage’s
Rosier, p, 161.) That he is now re-
turned to this place and employed as
ambassador and interpreter and
shows thorough acquaintance with
Pemaquid and the haunts of the sav-
ages, furnishes strong evidence that
he was abducted from this place.
Rev. Dr. H. S. Burrage inclines to this

,e
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faier & the wynd Calme we rowed to the Weste in
amongst many gallant Illands and found the ryver of
pemaquyd” to be but 4 Leags weste from the Illand we
Call St. Georges whear our ships remained still att anckor.
hear we Landed in a Lyttell Cove” by skyd warres Di-
rection & marched ouer a necke of the Land near three
mills So the Indyan skidwarres brought us to the Sal-
vages housses whear they did inhabitt although much
against his will for that he told us that they wear all
remoued & gon from the place they wear wont to in-
habitt. but we answered hem again that we wold nott re-
torn backe untill shutch time as we had spoken with
Som of them. At Length he brought us whear they
did inhabytt whear we found near a hundreth of them
men wemen and Children. And the Cheeffe Co-
mander of them ys Nahanada” att our fryste Seight of

them

opinion, though Rosier was quite in-
definite. (Vide Burrage’s Rosier’s
Rel., pp. 127, 134) The party proba-
bly started away at midnight, so as to
reach the abodes of the savages in
the early morn before they should
be scattered for the day’s hunting.

77. The mouth of Pemaquid river
is 9¢ miles from the Georges Har-
bor, and is due west on present vari-
ation. Muscongus Bay is dotted
with islands and rocks. (Vide
Coast Survey Chart.)

78. New Harbor is most probable

8

and most helpful to their purpose.
The distance across the neck to the
west side i8 near three miles, but
their boat, driven well up the cove,
would lessen the walk.

79. A native abducted by Way-
mouth, and styled by Rosier “ a chief
or commander,” who also writes his
name Tahanedo, but Gorges, Deham-
da; this MS. has Dehanada ; he had
been returned by Capt. Hanham the
year before. (Vide Strachey, pp. 29,
71)
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them uppon a howlinge or Cry that they mad they all
presently Isued forth towards us wth thear bowes & ar-
rows & we presently mad a stand & Suffered them to
Com near unto us then our Indyan skidwarres spoke
unto them in thear language showinge them what we
wear wch when nahanada thear Comander perseaved
what we wear he Caussed them all to laye assyd thear
bowes & arrowes and cam unto us and imbrassed us &
we did the lyke to them aggain. So we remained wth
them near to howers & wear in thear housses. Then
we tooke our Leave of them & retorned wth our Indyan
skidwarres wth us towards our ships the 8th Daye of
August being Satterdaye in the after noon.

Sondaye® being the gth of Auguste in the morninge
the most pt of our holl company of both our shipes
Landed on this Illand the wch we call St. Georges Illand
whear the Crosse standeth and thear we heard a Ser-
mon® delyvred unto us by our preacher® gyvinge god

thanks

80. Public divine worship, honor-
ing the Sabbath, was fittingly held
about the cross which for two years
had stood a symbol of the entrance
of a vanguard of a Christian nation
upon heathen soil. The claim of
Monhegan to this first religious ser-
vice must be totally rejected. A pro-
posed commemorative monument
would have been indeed misplaced.

The former controversy on the first
Christian worship in New England
will be recalled.

81. “Sermon” and “preacher”—
terms more in favor among dissent-
ers,—seem to make prominent that
part of the service. (Vide J. W.
Thornton, Esqr’s Colonial Schemes
of Popham and Gorges.) But there
can be little doubt but that the usual

. —— .’_._”\
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thanks for our happy metinge & Saffe aryvall into the
Contry & So retorned abord aggain.

Mundaye beinge the Xth of Auguste early in the
morninge Capt. popham in his shallope wth thirty others
& Capt. Gilbert in his ships bott wth twenty others.
Acompanede Depted from thear shipes & sailled towards
the ryver of pemaquyd® & Caryed wth us the Indyan skid-
warres and Cam to the ryver ryght beffore thear housses
whear they no Sooner espyed us but presently Nahanada
wth all his Indians wth thear bowes and arrows in thear
hands Cam forth upon the Sands—So we Caussed skid-
warres to speak unto hem & we our Selves spok unto
hem in Inglyshe givinge hem to understand our Com-
inge tended to no yvell towards hem Selffe nor any of
his peopell. he told us again he wold nott thatt all our
peopell should Land. So beccause we woold in no sort
offend them. hearuppon Som ten or twelffe of the Cheeff
gent Landed & had Some parle together & then after-

ward

forms of the Anglican worship were
observed.

82. Rev. Richard Seymour. Noth-
ing is really known of this person.
That he was a youthful scion of the
Devonshire branch of the Seymour
family is an inference drawn from
family history, and quite confidently
put forth by Rev. Bishop Burgess in
the Popham Mem. Vol., pp. 1014.
A name is found that meets the re-

quirements, and will show, for the
supposed Seymour, family connection
with the families of Gorges, Popham,
Gilbert and Raleigh. The theory has
a show of probability, but needs other
support than genealogical tables.

83. On this trip they rounded
Pemaquid Point and sailed up to the
river, avoiding the wearying march
aCross.
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ward they wear well contented that all should Land So
all landed we ussinge them with all the kindnesse that
possibell we Could. neverthelesse after an hower or
to they all Soddainly withdrew them Selves from us
into the woods & Lefte us we perseavinge this presently
imbarked our Selves all except skidwarres who was nott
Desyerous to retorn with us. We Seeinge this woold
in no Sort proffer any Violence unto hem by drawing
hem perfforce Suffered hem to remain—and staye
behinde us. he promyssinge to retorn unto us the next
Daye followinge but he heald not his promysse®
So we imbarked our Selves and went unto the other
Syd of the ryver® & thear remained uppon the shore the
nyght followinge—

Tuesdaye beinge the xjth of Auguste we retorned
and cam to our ships whear they still remained att ankor
under the Illand we call St. Georges—

Wensdaye being the xijth of Auguste we wayed our
anckors and Sett our saills to go for the ryver of Saga-
dehock we kept our Course from thence dew WVeste®
until 12 of the Clok mydnyght of the Sam then we

stroke
84. From this time Skidwarres But presuming that the ships first

geems to have returned to a savage
life.

86. Across to the west side, having
some suspicion of treachery.

86. From Georges Harbor to Se-
guin the course is nearly 8. by W.

sailed to the southward of Allen’s
Island to avoid the rocks and ledges
in its vicinity, then due west, at the
probable variation will be accurate
for their general course to Seguin.

',-\ R

e e—— TP

e N



THE SAGADAHOC COLONY. 61

stroke our Saills & layed a hull untill the mornynge
Doutinge for to over shoot ytt—

Thursdaye in the mornynge breacke of the daye
beinge the xiijth of Auguste the Illand of Sutquin® bore
north of us nott past halff a leage from us and ytt rysseth
in this form hear under followinge the wch Illand Lyeth
ryght beffore the mouth of the ryver of Sagadehocke
South from ytt near 2 Leags but we did not make ytt to be
Sutquin so we Sett our saills & stood to the westward
for to Seeke ytt 2 Leags farther & nott fyndinge the
ryver of Sagadehocke we knew that we had overshott
the place then we wold have retorned but Could nott &
the nyght in hand the gifte Sent in her shallop & mad
ytt & went into the ryver this nyght but we wear con-

87. Further proof that the pilot
of the Mary and John had not been
here previously. The Gift’s pilot
seems better acquainted. Here first
appears this name for the island Se-
guin. Capt. John Smith also uses it
(1616), in the form Satquin; Capt.
Brawnde (1616) Sodquine; Council
for N. Eng. (1622), Setquin. Rev. Dr.
E. Ballard, in his study of our native
geographical terms, regarded it as a
Spanish word. It now appears occa-
sionally as a personal surname of
foreign origin ; and it is said that the
Abbé Seguin was in France the in-
structor of the nephew of John Ran-
dolph, of Roanoke.

strained
But Rev. M. C. O’Brien, of Bangor,
a recognized authority in the Abnaki,
esteems it “distinctly Indian,” and
shows that it comes from Sekkdgwin,
meaning vomiting, or, one vomits,
and is so interpreted in Rale’s Dic-
tionary. The early form Setquin or
Sutquin arose by a change on the
English ear and lips, of k into t, Sek-
kagwin shortened becoming Setgwin.
The meaning suggests that the na-
tives, from the effect upon their
stomachs, used this word respecting
turbulent waters of fishing grounds
off the mouth of the Kennebec,
whence it was readily affixed to the
noted sentinel island.
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strained to remain att Sea all this nyght and about myd-
night thear arosse a great storme & tempest® uppon us
the wch putt us in great daunger and hassard of castinge
awaye of our ship & our Lyves by reason we wear so
near the shore the wynd blew very hard att South right
in uppon the shore so that by no means we could nott
gett of hear we sought all means & did what possybell
was to be don for that our Lyves depended on ytt hear
we plyed ytt wth our ship of & on all the nyght often
times espyeinge many soonken rocks & breatches hard
by us enforsynge us to put our ship about & stand from
them bearinge saill when ytt was mor fytter to have
taken ytt in but that ytt stood uppon our Lyves to do ytt
& our bott Soonk att our stern yet woold we nott cut
her from us in hope of the appearinge of the daye thus
we Contynued untill the daye cam then we perseaved
our Selves to be hard abord the Lee shore & no waye to
escape ytt but by Seekinge the Shore then we espyed
2 Lyttell Illands* Lyeinge under our lee So we bore
up the

88. Sudden storms of wind and
rain from the south or southwest are
not infrequent. The Mary and John
was beset by affrighting perils among
the ledges off Small Point or by the
Heron islands east, or those in Casco
Bay on the west if, they beat so far.

89. Cape Small Point is less than
four nautical miles west of Seguin;

but no other than this will meet the
requirements. The outermost point
or true cape must be regarded as one
of the islands, though it is now joined
to the main land by a low neck of
sand. It is 400 by 600 yards in ex-
tent. Seal Island, 350 yards in
length, lies northeast, nearer the
land. Between the two is Seal cove,

G .
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up the healme & steerd in our shipe in betwyxt them
whear the Lord be praised for ytt we found good and
sauffe ankkoringe & thear anckored the storme still con-
tynuinge untill the next daye followynge—

in this form being South from ytt,  beinge est & weste from the Illand of

Sutqin ytt maketh in this form.
Frydaye beinge the xiiijth of August that we anckored
under these Illands thear we repaired our bott being
very muche torren & spoilled then after we Landed on
this Illand & found 4 salvages & an old woman this
Illand ys full of pyne trees & ocke and abundance of
whorts of fower Sorts of them—

Satterdaye beinge the 15th of Auguste the storme
ended and the wind Cam faier for us to go for Sagade-
hock so we wayed our anckors & Sett Saill & stood to

the

400 yards broad, showing five
fathoms, while directly behind Seal
Island will be found 914 feet. Stra-
chey says the storm continued till
noon. In Proc. Mass. His. Soc., 1880,
p- 104, the statement in the notes that
Strachey errs in saying the two
islands were west of Sagadahoc is
an inexplicable error of the writer

or printer. R. K. Sewall, Esq., gives
the Mary and John safety in Cape
Newaggen harbor, or east of Seguin.
(Vide Me. His. Coll,, Vol. 7, p. 301.)
The shuttlecock movements of the
ships, as exhibited by Rev. J. S. C.
Abbott in his History of Maine, are
the more surprising in 8o recent a
work.
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the estward & cam to the Illand of Sutquin wep was
2 Leags from those Illands we rod att anker beffor. &
hear we anckored under the Illand of Sutqin® in the
estersyd of ytt for that the wynd was of the shore that
wee could no gett into the ryver of Sagadehock & hear
Capt. pophams ships bott cam abord of us & gave us xx
freshe Cods that they had taken beinge Sent out a fysh-
inge—

Sondaye®" beinge the 16th of Auguste Capt. popham
Sent his Shallop unto us for to healp us in So we wayed
our anckors & beinge Calme we towed in our ship &
Cam into the Ryver of Sagadehocke and anckored® by
the gyfts Syd about xj of the Cloke the Sam daye—

Mundaye® beinge the 17th Auguste Capt. popham
in his shallop wth 30 others & Capt. Gilbert in his shipes
bott accompaned wth 18 other persons depted early in

the

900. East of Seguin is good bottom
in7 to 9 fathoms. After the clear-
ing of the storm the wind came in to
the northwest, forcing them to re-
main till the next forenoon.

91. No mention of any religious
gervice this day; the two companies
were separated ; to bring the delayed
ship into the safety of the river was
a chief concern.

92. The place of first anchorage is
wholly conjectural, but as reasonably
not a great distance inside the Sugar
Loaves. Here Champlain first cast

anchor, July, 1605. But his map
shows a ship lying close on the west
of Stage Island, doubtless his subse-
quent permanent anchorage.

93. With commendable energy,
they enter with Monday morning
upon their undertaking. Fifty per-
sons in all make this exploring trip.
The size of the Gift’s shallop can be
in a measure judged, as it conveyed
thirty persons. The same number
had gone in it the Monday previous
from Georges Harbor to Pemaquid.

e ——— P
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the morninge from thear ships & sailled up the Ryver
of Sagadehock for to vew the Ryver & allso to See
~whear they myght fynd the most Convenyent place for
thear plantation my Selffe beinge wth Capt. Gilbert. So
we Sailled up into this ryver near 14 Leags® and found
ytt to be a most gallant ryver very brod & of a good depth
we never had Lesse Wattr then 3 fetham when we had
Least® & abundance of greatt fyshe®® in ytt Leaping
aboue the Wattr on eatch Syd of us as we Sailled. So
the nyght aprochinge after a whill we had refreshed our
Selves uppon the shore about g of the Cloke we sett back-
ward to retorn & Cam abourd our shipes the next day
followinge about 2 of the Clok in the afternoon” We
fynd this ryver to be very pleasant wth many goodly
Illands in ytt & to be both Large & deepe Watt, hav-
inge

geon falling back into the still water
is now occasionally seen, though

94. Strachey, by careless trans-
cribing, gave the number 40,—an im-

possible distance. Even 14 is a large
overestimate.

95. Strachey wrote ‘“sest.” In
Proc. Mass. His. Soc., 1880, p. 104, the
text is * zest,” conjecturally amended
‘“rest,” to obtain sense for the clause.
Our reading is lucid and applicable.

96. The leaping of the sturgeon
bhas ever been and in recent years
very noticeable. Depositions to the
fact were taken in land controversies
of the company of the Kennebec Pur-
chase, 1760-70. The splash of a stur-

9

close fishing some ten years since
almost exterminated them.

97. If their departure in early
morn be put even as late as 8 o’clock,
then they were away 30 hours,
which would consume the time of two
flood and three ebb tides, or the con-
verse. Some laborious progress
against tide, or waiting till it favored,
with going ashore for examinations,
consumed the time.

98. In a slight inspection would
be included such creeks as Winne-
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inge many branches®® in ytt that weh we tooke bendeth
ytt Selffe towards the northest—

Tuesdaye beinge the 18th after our retorn we all
went to the shore & thear mad Choies of a place for our
plantation wheh ys at the very mouth or entry of the
Ryver of Sagadchocke on the West Syd of the Ryver
beinge almoste an Illand” of a good bygness whylst we
wear uppon the shore thear Cam in three Cannoos by
us but they wold not Com near us but rowed up the
Ryver & so past away—

Wensday beinge the 19th Auguste we all went to
the shore whear we mad Choise' for our plantation
and thear we had a Sermon delyvred unto us by our
precher and after the Sermon our pattent was red wih
the orders & Lawes™ thearin prescrybed & then we
retorned abord our ships again—

Thursdaye

gance, Whiskeag, Chops, as well as fort). On the peninsula known as

Cathance, Abagadasset and Eastern
rivers. They passed up the true Ken-
nebec, but how far no fact allows
opinion save the inaccurate distance.
Its general course from the sea to Au-
gusta is nearly north. The Sagada-
hoc proper, from the Sugar Loaves to
the Chops, 18 miles by channel, trends
west 314 statute miles. From the
Chops through the bay and into the
Kennobec channel there is a strong
trend east, which they noticed.

99. Vide Appendix (Location of

Hunnewell’s Point. Strachey says
the Indian name was Sabino.

100. This second choice may re-
fer to the precise spot where they
would fortify and to staking out the
outlines of the work.

101. Formal service of inaugura-
tion of the enterprise. Their patent
and laws were now promulgated,
furnishing the framework of govern-
ment under which their affairs must
be conducted. Officials were now if
not before made known; they had
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Thursdaye beinge the 20th of Auguste all our Com-
panyes Landed & thear began to fortefye our presedent
Capr popham Sett the fryst spytt of ground unto ytt and
after hem all the rest followed & Labored hard in the

trenches about ytt.

Frydaye the 2jth of Auguste all hands Labored hard
about the fort Som in the trentch Som for fagetts &
our ship Carpenters about the buildinge of a small penis

or shallop.™*

probably been selected before leaving
England, but this act assigned them
publicly to their several stations.
They were not chosen by any pop-
ular vote of the company. Bancroft
says: “There was not an element of
popular liberty in their charter.”
Smith writes of the organization as if
it had been determined by the patrons
in England, saying: “ That honorable
patron of virtue, Sir John Popham,
Lord Chief Justice of England, ®* *
sent Capt. George Popham for Presi-
dent; Capt. Rawleigh Gilbert for Ad-
miral; Edward Harlow, Master of
the Ordnance; Capt. Robert Davis,
Sergeant Major; Capt. Ellis Best,
Marshall; Mr. Leaman, Secretary;
Capt. James Davis, to be Captain of
the fort; Mr. Gome Carew to be
gearcher; all these were of the coun-
cil.” (Genl. History, p. 9.) But
Strachey writes that after the reading
of the laws: “ George Popham, gent,

Satterdaye

was nominated president; Captain
Raleigh Gilbert, James Davies, Rich-
ard Seymour, preacher, Capt. Richard
Davies, Capt. Harlow * ® were
all sworne assistants.” (History, p.
301.)

102. This suggests the nature of
the fort, an earthwork thrown up
with a surrounding trench.

103. These could not have been
for fuel, but for purposes of fortifica-
tion. Bundles of branches, or small
poles, would make the supporting
inner face of the breastwork. No
further hint is given of the materials
used in its construction. Sullivan
wrote of the remains of a fort on the
west of the river,—that it was built of
earth and stone. Persons living, who
had been familiar with the later stage
of the ruins, cannot recall any stone.

104. The immediate prosecution
of ship-building aimed at the posses-
sion of asmall vessel of their own
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Satterdaye the 22th Auguste Capt. popham early in
the morninge depted in his shallop to go for the ryver of
pashipskoke' thear they had parle wth the Salvages
again who delyvred unto them that they had ben att
wars wth Sasanoa & had slain his Soone in fyght skid-
wares and Dehanada wear in this fyght.”

Sondaye the 23th our presedent Capt. popham re-
torned unto us from the ryver of pashipscoke.

The 24th all Labored about the fort.

Tuesdaye the 25th Capr. Gilbert imbarked hem Selffe
wth 15 other wth hem to go to the Westward uppon Som
Discouery but the Wynd was contrary & forsed hem
backe again the Sam daye.

The 26th & 27th all Labored hard about the fort.

Frydaye the 28th Capt. Gilbert wth 14 others my
Selffe beinge on Imbarked hem to go to the westward
again'? So the wynd Servinge we Sailled by many gal-
lant Illands & towards nyght the winde Cam Contrary

against

for coast or foreign use, when the
vessels should be returned to Eng-
land.

105. The ancient Pejepscot. A
variety of forms appear; Bishops-
cotte, Pechipscote, (Grant to Thos.
Purchase) ; Peshippscot and Pashipp-
scott, (Council, 1622), Beshipscot,
(Will of Geo. Way, 1641); (Pechips-
cutt, (Josselyn, 1663) ; Pagiscott, Pur-
chase to Winthrop, 1639.) Their

former trip above Merrymeeting Bay,
took them up the eastern arm, or the
true Kennebec; now they continue
examination in the western arm,
the Pejepscot or Androscoggin.

106. There had been a war of the
natives at Chouakoet (Saco) which
was reported Aug. 10th (N. S.) at St.
Croix to Champlain, with the fact of
the killing of two chiefs, Onemechin
and Marchin, * by Sasinou, (Sasanoa)
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against us So that we wear Constrained to remain that
nyght under the head Land called Semeamis whear we
found the Land to be most fertill the trees growinge
thear doth exceed for goodnesse & Length being the
most pt of them ocke & wallnutt growinge a greatt space
assoonder on from the other as our parks in Ingland
and no thickett growinge under them hear wee also
found a gallant place to fortefye whom Nattuer ytt
Selffe hath already framed wthout the hand of man wth a
runynge stream of wattr hard adjoyninge under the foott
of ytt.

Satterdaye the 29:h Auguste early in the mornynge
we depted from thence & rowed to the westward for
that the wind was againste us but the wynd blew so
hard that forsed us to remain under an Illand** 2 Leags

from

chief of the river Quinebequy.” Their site for a fortification can only

Later, as here shown, the Pemaquid
and eastern Indians assault the Ken-
nebecks, and a son of Sasinoa is
killed. It is possible that Popham'’s
party met the savages on return
down river after having been on the
war path. Champlain shows that
subsequently the companions of
Onemechin got revenge by killing
Sasinou. His son Pemernen succeed-
ed him. (Voyages, Vol. II, chap. xiv.)

107. The gallant islands were in
Casco Bay ; the headland where they
tarried, some part of Cape Elizabeth.

be conjectured. It is a fair presump-
tion that sailing from Small Point
along by the gallant islands of Casco
Bay, they did not go inside of Peaks
and Bang’s Islands, and therefore
reached Cape Elizabeth not far from
Portland Light, and so may have
tarried over night in Ship Cove.
Indeed, from this point to Richmond’s
Island, where they were forced to put
in, is six miles, or the two leagues of
their estimate.
108. Richmond’s Island.
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from the place we remayned the night beffore whilst
we remayned under this Illand thear passed to Cannoos
by us but they wold nott Com neare us after mydnyght
we put from this Illand in hope to have gotten the
place we dessyered' but the wind arose and blew so
hard at Southwest Contrary for us that forsed us to
retorn.

Sondaye beinge the 3oth Auguste retornynge beffore
the wynd we sailled by many gooly Illands for betwixt
this head Land called Semeamis*® & the ryver of Saga.
dehock ys a great baye in the wch Lyeth So many
Illands & so thicke & neare together that yo Cannott
well desern to Nomber them yet may yo go in betwixt
them in a good ship for yo shall have never Lesse
Wattr the 8 fethams these Illands ar all overgrowen wth
woods very thicke as ocks wallnut pyne trees & many
other things growinge as Sarsaperilla hassell nuts &
whorts in aboundance So this day we retorned to our
fort att Sagadehock. i}

Munday being the Last of Auguste nothinge
hapened but all Labored for the buildinge of the fort &
for the storhouse to reseave our vyttuall.

Tuesday

109. This purpose to reach a de- natives, says Strachey (p. 302,), who
finite place shows knowledge of this also gives the Iatitude 4314°. Port-
part of the coast, derived from pre- land Head Light is in 43°, 37/, and the
vious explorers. Breakwater Light in 43°, 3{, (Blunt,

110. The name in use by the p. 800) and the Cape Light, 43°, 83'.
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Tuesday the first of September thear Cam a Canooa
unto us in the wch was 2 greatt kettells”* of brasse Som
of our Company did parle wth them but they did rest
very doutfull of us & wold nott Suffer mor then on att
atyme to Com near unto them So he depted The
Second daye third & 4th nothinge hapened worth the
wryttinge but that eatch man did his beste endevour
for the buildinge of the fort.

Satterdaye beinge the 5th of Septembr thear Cam into
the entraunce of the ryver of Sagadehocke nine Canoos
in the wech was Dehanada & skidwarres wth many others
in the wholl near fortye persons men women & Children
they Cam & parled wth us & we aggain ussed them in
all frindly maner We Could & gave them vyttaills for to
eatt So skidwarres & on more of them stayed wth us
untill nyght the rest of them withdrew them in thear
Canooas to the farther Syd of the ryver. but when
nyght Cam for that skidwares woold needs go to the
rest of his Company Capt Gilbert acompaned wth James
Davis & Capt. ellis best took them into our bott &
Caryed them to thear Company on the farther syd the
ryver & thear remained amongst them all the nyght &
early in the mornynge the Sallvages depted in thear
Canooas for the ryver of pemaquid promyssinge Capt.

Gilbert

111. Noticeable because proving intercourse with Europeans.
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Gilbert to acompany hem in thear Canooas to the ryver
of penobskott whear the bashabe remayneth.

The 6th nothinge happened the 7th our ship the Mary
& John began to discharge'* her vyttualls.

Tuesday beinge the 8th Septembr Capt. Gilbert acom-
paned wth xxij others my Selffe beinge on of them
depted from the fort to go for the ryver of penobskott
takinge wth hem divers Sorts of Mrchandise for to trad
wth the Bashabe'? who ys the Cheeffe Comander of those
pts but the wind was Contrary againste hem so that he
could nott Com to dehanada & skidwares at the time
apointed for ytt was the xjth daye beffor he Could gett
to the ryver of pemaquid Whear they do make thear

abbod.

112. This indicates that by this
date, buildings or shelters for their
stores had been constructed.

113. The name or title of a native
chief of Penobscot. The early Eng-
lish writers were led to believe or to
infer that it was a title applied to a
gsachem of superior rank and author-
ity. Others, especially the French,
who were more intimately acquainted
with the Indians frequently write it
a8 if it were merely the name of a
prominent chief. (Vide Article by
Hon. J. E. Godfrey, in Me. His. Col.,
Vol. 7.) The home of the Bashaba,
which has been ordinarily assigned
to the Penobscot region but never

Frydaye
definitely, is quite clearly located by
the Jesuit Biard in the account of
his visit in 1611. (Carayon.) “There-
fore having gone up the current of
the river three leagues at most, we
fell in with a fine river called Chi-
boctous which flows from the north-
east and falls into the great Pente-
goet. At the confluence of the two
rivers was the flnest community of
savages I had yet seen. There were
eighty canoes and one shallop, eight-
een cabins and as many as three
hundred souls. The principal saga-
more was called Betsabes, a man
discreet and very sedate.”

—

DR Y .
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Frydaye beinge the xjth in the mornynge early we
Cam into the ryver of pemaquyd thear to Call nahanada
& skidwarres as we had promyste them but beinge thear
aryved we found no Lyvinge Creatuer they all wear gon
from thence the wch we perseavinge presently depted
towards the ryver of penobskott Saillinge all this daye
& the xijth & xiijth the Lyke yett by no means Could we
fynd ytt** So our vitall beinge spent we hasted to retorn
So the wynd Cam faier for us & we Sailled all the 14th
& 15th dayes in retornynge the Wind blowinge very hard
att north & this mornynge the 15th daye we pseaved a
blassing star's in the northest of vs.

The 16th 17th 18th 1gth 20th 2jth 22th nothinge hap-
ened but all Labored hard about the fort & the store
house for to Land our wyttaills.

The 23th beinge Wensdaye Capt. Gilbert acompaned
wth 19 others my Selffe on of them depted from the
fort to go for the head of the ryver of Sagadehock™*

we

114. Their failure to find the Pe-
nobscot may have been due to the
extensive bay with its arms and
coves.

1156. A meteor, doubtless unusally
brilliant.

116. An attempt to explore the
Kennebec as far as possible. Sailing
two days and a part of a third, the
party reached an island. The Eng-
lish editor of Strachey (p. 304) sug-

10

gests Swan island, which is just
above Merrymeeting Bay, only some
25 miles from the mouth of the river.
But their previous trip must have
taken them beyond this place; also
to reach only this in two days and a
half would show exceeding slow
progress ; nor does the downfall of
water exist; nor is the island low
and flat. Indeed, Mr. Major's igno-
rance of the features of the river
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we Sailled all this daye So did we the Lyke the 24th
untill the evenynge then we Landed thear to remain that
Nyght hear we found a gallant Champion Land & exceed-
dinge fertill So hear we remayned all nyght.

The 25th beinge frydaye early in the mornynge we
depted from hence & sailled up the ryver about eyght
Leags farther untill we Cam unto an Illand beinge Lo
Land & flatt att this Illand ys a great down Fall of wattr

made his query but a mere guess,
and wholly worthless. No other
island is found agreeing with the
conditions below Augusta, the head
of the tide. But at this point, before
the building of the dam, and just
above it, was formerly known a low
flat island now covered by the flow-
age of the dam. It was called “ Cush-
noc Island” in the survey of the
Plymouth Co., 17560. (Vide Map
and S. Goodwin’s Deposition.) By
it formerly ran a rapid current so
that boats were accustomed to warp
through unless favored with a strong
wind. (Vide Rev. Mr. Bartlett’s
notes to Strachey, Me. His. Coll., Vol.
3, p. 304) The island lay near the
eastern bank; towards the west was
a large rock known as * Old Coon,”
about which the current whirled,
boiled and roared fiercely. (Vide
North’s Hist. Augusta, p. 451.)

This island precisely meets the re-
quirements, and discloses beyond

the

question the place reached by the
party. Through this swift current
by Cushndc island and near the pres-
ent locks, they pulled their shallop.
Augusta is by the course of the river
about 42 statute miles from Fort
Popbham. Gilbert must have ad-
vanced much further this time than
on the former trip, so that the esti-
mate “ fourteen leagues ” must have
been much exaggerated. The sug-
gestions of Dr. John McKeen, (Me.
His. Coll., Vol. 3, p. 322), that Gilbert
at this time went up the Androscog-
gin as far as Little River Falls, will
not probably now meet with the least
favor. He seems also to regard it
possible that Capt. Popham on the
previous trip, and Capt. Waymouth
likewise reached these falls. But
more surprising is his further opin-
ion, (p. 310) in support of these
shadowy theories, * that boats might
have been towed over the rapids ” of
Pejepscot, i. e., Brunswick Falls!

-,
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the wch runeth by both Sydes of this Illand very swyfte
& shallow in this Illand we found greatt store of grapes
exceedinge good and sweett of to Sorts both red butt
the on of them ys a mervellous deepe red. by both the
syds of this ryver the grapes grow in aboundance & allso
very good Hoppes™’ & also Chebolls"® & garleck. and
for the goodnesse of the Land ytt doth so far abound
that I Cannott allmost expresse the Sam hear we all
went ashore & wth a stronge Rope made fast to our bott
& on man in her to gyde her aggainst the Swyfte stream
we pluckt her up throwe ytt pforce after we had past
this down-Fall we all went into our bott again & rowed
near a Leage farther up into the ryver & nyght beinge -
att hand we hear stayed all nyght. & in the fryst of the
night about ten of the Cloke thear Cam on the farther
syd of the ryver sartain Salvages Callinge unto us in
broken inglyshe'® we answered them aggain So for this

time they depted.””
The

117. The Hop vine (Humulus lu-
pulus), which is regarded as indig-
enous, though now usually found
under cultivation.

118. Chebolls, to which the French
word ciboule gives the key, means an
onion. This and garlic plainly refer
to plants of the genus Allium, which
are natives of Maine.

119. A fragmentary acquaintance
with the language by these savages

is proof of considerable intercourse
with Englishmen already, although
we have no knowledge that any had
frequented this river before Pring’s
visit of the previous year. It must
be held quite certain that English
fishermen for some years had pur-
sued their vocation at and near Sag-
adahoc.

120. This word, frequently occur-
ring, is an evident contraction for
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The 26th beinge Satterdaye thear Cam a Canooa unto
us & in hear fower salvages those that had spoken unto
us in the nyght beffore his name that Came unto us ys
Sabenoa' he macks hemselffe unto us to be Lord of

the ryver of Sagadehock.™

End: The relation of Whole Voyage to Virginia,
New England,
1607.'"

“departed.” This and a few others
bear in the MS. a circumflex indica-
ting the contraction, which cannot be
exhibited in type.

121. In view of the diverse forms
of aboriginal names, as the English
spoke or wrote them, this name may
be regarded as the same as Sabino,
the territory about the Sagadahoc.
Champlain shows that the Indians of
the interior were accustomed to mi-
grate to the mouth of the river for
fishing in the summer, and his map
shows their huts along the beach.
This fact will suggest connection
between this tribe, whose chief was
“Sebenoa, Lord of the Sagadahoc,”
and the peninsula bearing the name
at the mouth of the river. In their
summer residence here, they bhad
been conversant with fishermen or
traders 8o as to learn the broken Eng-
lish they now employed.

122. At this point the MS. ends

abruptly at the bottom of the page.
The loss of a portion,—perhaps a
single leaf only,—can be quite con-
fidently claimed. This opinion gains
strong support from the narrative of
Strachey. That the Lambeth MS,,
—or the original of which that may
have been a copy,—was his chief
source of information respecting the
expedition, seems very certain. The
personal journal is simply rewritten,
with omissions and condensation,
into a narrative form for his history.
(Vide Introduction, p. 16.) The
portion which succeeds the termina-
tion of our MS. is precisely similar
in style to what precedes, and is so
evidently a part of the same narra-
tive, that it must have been drawn
from the same source. The missing
portion therefore would have carried
the journal forward some ten days or
more.

123. This subscription must have

a

e —
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[ZVe remainder of the narration is taken from Chap.
X. of the “Historie of Travaile into Virginia,” by Wm.
Strachey, as reprinted in the Collections of Me. Hist. Soc.,
Vol. 3, £p. 304-9.]

They entertayned him friendly, and tooke him into
their boat and presented him with some triffling things,
which he accepted; howbeyt, he desired some one of
our men to be put into his canoa as a pawne of his
safety, whereupon Captain Gilbert sent in a man of his,
when presently the canoa rowed away from them with
all the speed they could make up the river.** They fol-
lowed with the shallop, having great care that the
Sagamo should not leape overbourd. The canoa quick-
ly rowed from them and landed, and the men made to
their howses, being neere a league on the land from the
river’s side, and carried our man with them. The shal-
lop making good waye, at length came to another downe-
fall,’s which was so shallowe and soe swift, that by noe

meanes

been added at the end of the MS. by
a later hand, doubtless by Griffith,
who wrote the title. (Vide Note 32.)

124. This adventure with the In-
dians indicates a degree of friendli-
ness on their part, but also duplicity
and treachery. Itrequired nerve and
courage for Gilbert and a few men to
follow those savages to their houses.
The distance is not indicated, but as

they advanced beyond the second
fall—Bacon’s Rips—a fair conjecture
will place this Indian village at some
point upon Seven Mile Brook in the
town of Vassalboro.

125. Five miles above Cushnoc
are “ Bacon’s Rips,” now well known,
but nearly obliterated by the flowage
of the dam. Before its erection there
was a descent at this point of nearly
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meanes they could passe any further,” for which, Captain
Gilbert, with nine others, landed and tooke their fare, the
salvadge Sagamo, with them, and went in search after
those other salvages, whose howses, the Sagamo told
Captain Gilbert, were not farr off ; and aftera good tedi-
ous march, they came indeed at length unto those sal-
vages’ howses wheere found neere fifty able men very
strong and tall, such as their like before they had not
seene; all newly painted and armed with their bowes
and arrowes. Howbeyt, after that the Sagamo had
talked with them, they delivered back again the man,
and used all the rest very friendly, as did ours the like
by them, who shewed them their comodities of beads,
knives, and some copper, of which they seemed very
fond; and by waye of trade, made shew that they would
come downe to the boat and there bring such things as
they had to exchange them for ours. Soe Captain Gil-
bert departed from them, and within half an howre

after

three feet in a short distance. (His-
tory of Augusta, by J. W. North, Esq.,
p. 450-464.)

126. A keel boat could not have
been forced through these rapids, and
here manifestly the boat’s progress
ended, and the tedious march was
made into the woods to the Indian
settlement.

Nothing in the narrative hints upon
which side of the river were the

cabins of the natives, but probably
on the east. For in this vicinity forty
years later was built the rude chapel
in which the Jesuit Father Gabriel
Dreuillets ministered. (Shea’s Cath.
Missions, p. 137. Parkman’s Jesuits
in N. A, p. 323) Here, or near
Cushnoc, was a graveyard, also
cleared land, proof of a center of
population.

— -
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after he had gotten to his boat, there came three canoas
down unto them, and in them some sixteen salvages, and
brought with them some tobacco and certayne small
skynes, which where of no value; which Captain Gil-
bert perceaving, and that they had nothing ells where-
with to trade, he caused all his men to come abourd,
and as he would have putt from the shore; the sal-
vadges perceiving so much, subtilely devised how they
might put out the fier in the shallop, by which meanes they
sawe they should be free from the danger -of our men’s
pieces,”” and to performe the same, one of the salvadges
came into the shallop and taking the fier brand which one
of our company held in his hand thereby to light the
matches, as if he would light a pipe of tobacco, as sone
as he had gotten yt into his hand he presently threw it
into the water and leapt out of the shallop. Captain
Gilbert seeing that, suddenly commanded his men to
betake them to their musketts and the targettiers too,
from the head of the boat, and bad one of the men
before, with his targett on his arme, to stepp on the

shore

127. Guns at that time were ning exploit for this agile savage to

ponderous affairs and fired by a
match or fuse, which must in some
way be kept burning. These Indians
bad alrcady been so far conversant
with Europeans, as to learn the
nature of firearms and the manner
of their use. It was a bold and cun-

spike the Englishman’s guns, as we
might say, by throwing overboard
the firebrand. The party was put
in no small jeopardy; a hasty or
injudicious act would have brought
on a fatal encounter.
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shore for more fier; the salvages resisted him and would
not suffer him to take any, and some others holding
fast the boat roap that the shallop could not pott off.
Captain Gilbert caused the musquettiers to present their
peeces, the which, the salvages seeing, presently let go
the boatroap and betooke them to their bowes and ar-
rowes, and ran into the bushes, nocking their arrowes,
but did not shoot, neither did ours at them. So the
shallop departed from them to the further side of the
river, where one of the canoas came unto them, and
would have excused the fault of the others. Captain
Gilbert made shew as if he were still friends, and enter-
tayned them kindlye and soe left them, returning to the
place where he had lodged the night before, and there
came to an anchor for that night. The head of the
river standeth in 45 degrees and odd mynutts.””® Ubpon
the continent they found aboundance of spruse trees
such as are able to maast the greatest ship his majestie
hath, and many other trees, oke, walnutt, pineaple ;™
fish, aboundance; great store of grapes, hopps, chi-
balls, also they found certaine codds'* in which they sup-
posed the cotton wooll to grow, and also upon the

bancks many shells of pearle.
27. Here they sett up a crosse and then returned
homeward, in the way secking the by river of some note
called

e L ———
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called Sasanoa.”* This daye and the next they sought
yt, when the weather turned fowle and full of fog and
raine, they made all hast to the fort before which, the
29th, they arrived.

30. and 1 and 2 of October, all busye about the
fort.

3. There came a canoa unto some of the people
of the fort as they were fishing on the sand, in which
was Skidwares, who badd them tell their president that
Nahanada, with the Bashabaes brother, and others, were

128. Capt. Gilbert’s purpose in
this trip was “to go for the head of
the river,” or, as we should under-
stand, to find its source. They may
indeed have regarded this termina-
tion of boat navigation at the rapids,
a8 the head. DeLaet 8o under-
stands it. If so, this erroneous lati-
tude,—for Augusta is in about 44°
16/,—may have been derived by cal-
culation from the estimated distance
they had advanced inland from their
fort whose latitude they knew.
Moosehead Lake does indeed lie
between 45° 28/ and 46° 66/, which
would certify the statement, but it
does not seem that they could have
learned its location.

129. The designation of a variety
of pine, and doubtless equivalent to
Pinaster, the name of & Kuropean
species, called also the cluster-pine,
from the clusters of cones. Our

11

on the
native pitchpine (Pinus rigida) is
probably intended.

130. Pods. (Vide Rosier’s True Re-
lation, p. 142, note, by the editor, Rev.
H. S. Burrage.) A number of native
plants have seed vessels lined with
soft or silken fibres similar to cotton.
The Asclepias, or silkweed, i3 an
example.

131. On Aug. 22, in their trip to
Pejepscot, they had met natives,
evidently a party of Pemaquid In-
dians, with Skidwarres or Nahanada,
who told of the previous fight. This
party may have described to them
how they came into the Kennebec by
the cross route from Boothbay Har-
bor, without entering its mouth near
their fort. The term here used “ by-
river,” accurately applies to this
tidal river, and to no other. Clearly,
it must have been the one they
sought; yet they seem to have sup-
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on the further side of the river,'* and the next daie
would come and visitt him.

4. There came two canoas to the fort, in which were
Nahanada and his wife, and Skidwares, and the Bassha-
baes brother, and one other called Amenquin,’*® a Saga-
mo; all whome the president feasted and entertayned
with all kindnes, both that day and the next, which being
Sondaye, the president carried them with him to the
place of publike prayers, which they were at both morn-
ing and evening, attending yt with great reverence and
silence.

6. The salvadges departed all except Amenquin
the Sagamo, who would needes staye amongst our people
a longer tyme. Upon the departure of the others, the
president gave unto every one of them copper beades,
or knives, which contented them not a little, as also

delivered

posed the entrance to it was much
higher up the Kennebec than in fact.
By the time they reached Arrowsic
Gut, now opposite the city of Bath,
the foul weather prevented their no-
ticing or turning into this narrow
strait to explore it. This is thé chief
statement locating the Sasanoa River.
In the work of Purchas (Pilgrimes,
Vol. 1, p. 763,) is mention that “in the
Tarratine’s country, the savages tell
of a rock of alum near the River
Sasnowa,” which has been conjectu
rally assigned to a huge boulder in the

marsh on the Woolwich shore, a half
mile above Hockamock Point, and
near the ancient ferry. (Vide Rev.
Dr. Ballard in Hist. Magazine, Vol. 3,
p- 164) To this rock has been at-
tached the marvellous legend that
it turns around when the cock crows.

132. Stage Island, or Indian Point,
frequented by the natives.

133. The only reference to this
Indian, save what appears in Purchas,
who says that he stripped off his
beaver dress to give it to the presi-
went.
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delivered a present unto the Basshabae’s brother, and
another for his wife, giving him to understand that he
would come unto his court in the river of Penobscot,
and see him very shortly, bringing many such like of his
country commodityes with him.'

You maie please to understand how, whilst this busi-
nes was thus followed here, soone after their first arrivall,
that had dispatch’t away Capt. Robert Davies, in the Mary
and John," to advertise of their safe arrival and forward-
ness of their plantacion within this river of Sachadehoc,
with letters to the Lord Chief Justice, ymportuninge a
supply for the most necessary wants to the subsisting
of a colony, to be sent unto them betymes the next

yeare.'*

134. End of daily journal as copied
by Strachey. The subjoined portion
is his general summary of chief events
till the breaking up of the colony.
The change of style is manifest.

136. A letter of Sir F. Gorges,
now obtained, shows that one ship
had sailed early in October. (Vide
Literature, post.) In all probability
this was the departure here men-
tioned, and not of the second vessel,
which, according to Gorges, (Brief
Narration, Me. Hist. Coll,, Vol. 2, p.
21) sailed on the 16th of Dec., carry-
ing the letter of President Popham to
the King, dated Dec. 13, 1607. (Vide
copy of letter in Literature, post.) Of
this letter Hon. Wm. Willis said,

After

(Me. Hist. Coll, Vol. 5, p. 362,) “In
barbarous Latin, and greatly exag-
gerated in its description of the
products of the country and in its
sickening adulation of the pedant
king.” See also Appendix,—Move-
ments of the ships.

136. If Strachey’s knowledge of
the facts was accurate, why such a
request was made of the patrons is
not clear, unless to suggest to them
that the colony could not be self-sup-
porting, and an increase of numbers
as originally proposed, would require
large supplies. His statement, be-
low, in regard to Davies’ arrival, im-
plies that no colonists were sent.
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After Capt. Davies’ departure they fully finished the
fort, trencht and fortefied yt with twelve pieces of ordi-
naunce,'” and built fifty howses,”s* therein, besides a
church'* and a storehowse; and the carpenters framed
a pretty Pynnace of about some thirty tonne, which they
called the Virginia; the chief ship wright beinge one
Digby of London.

Many discoveries likewise had been made both to
the mayne and unto the neighbour rivers, and the fron-
tier nations fully discovered by the diligence of Capt.
Gilbert, had not the wynter proved soe extreame unsea-
sonable and frosty;* for yt being in the yeare 1607,
when the extraordinary frost was felt in most parts of
Europe, yt was here likewise as vehement, by which

137. “ Demi-culvering of nine
pounds, or sakers of six pounds,
twelve in all.” (Hon. W. Willis, Pop-
ham Memorial Vol.,, p. 47.) The
saker was a gun, eight to ten feet
long, of three to four inches in bore.
The culverin was a long slender gun,
generally an eighteen-pounder. One
still is preserved at Dover Castle,
and bears the name of Queen Eliza-
beth’s Pocket Pistol.

138. Some clerical error must
have crept in; “fifty houses” is a
number wholly absurd, representing
accommodations for several hundred

noe
people. (Vide Appendix, for descrip-
tion, in Location of Colony.)

139. Itappears as an evident pur-
pose of the administration of the
colony to maintain religious worship,
for which a small separate structure
would be provided.

140. Gorges, in the Brief Narra-
tion, mentions the inclement season,
“the great and unscasonable cold ; ”
“ that extremity as the like hath not
been heard of since, and it seems
was universal, it being the same year
that our Thames was so locked up
that they built boats upon it.” (Me.
Hist. Coll,, Vol. 2, p. 22.)
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noe boat could stir upon any busines. Howbeyt, as
tyme and occasyon gave leave, there was nothing
omitted which could add unto the benefitt or knowledg
of the planters, for which when Capt. Davies arrived
there in the yeare following™* (sett out from Topsam, the
port towne of Exciter, with a shipp laden full of vitualls,
armes, instruments and tooles, etc.,) albeyt, he found Mr.
George Popham, the president, and some other dead,
yet he found all things in good forwardness, and many
kinds of furrs obteyned from the Indians by way of
trade; good store of sarsaparilla’ gathered, and the new
pynnace all finished. But by reason that Capt. Gilbert
received letters that his brother was newly dead," and a
faire portion of land fallen unto his share, which re-
quired his repaier home, and noe mynes discovered, nor
hope thereof, being the mayne intended benefit expected
to uphold the charge of this plantacion, and the feare
that all other wynters would prove like the first, the
company by no means would stay any longer in the
country, especyally Capt. Gilbert being to leave them,
and Mr. Popham, as aforesaid, dead; wherefore they
all ymbarqued in this new arrived shipp, and in the new

pynnace,
141. Vide Appendix,—Movements 143. Sir John Gilbert died July
of the ships. 8, 1608. The ship bearing supplies,

142. Held in high repute in Eng- sailed soon after.
land for its medicinal virtues.
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pynnace, the Virginia, and sett saile for England.* And
this was the end of that northerne colony uppon the
river Sachadehoc.

14. “ AtSagadahoc, disappointed George.” (J. Wingate Thornton,
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